Have  you  ever  fallen  into 
a  fad  diet  trap? 

See  B6  for  story 
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WEEKENDWEATHER 


FRIDAY 


HI  36 
LO  20 


SATURDAY 


HI  29 
LO  14 


SUNDAY 

/  HI  38 


DIVERSITY  BILL 

The  Emily  Brooker  Intellectual 
Diversity  Act  (House  Bill  213) 
passed  out  of  committee  at  its 
hearing  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  27. 

The  act  requires  public  . 
institutions  to  report  annually  to 
the  General  Assembly  showing 
steps  taken  to  promote 
intellectual  diversity  and 
academic  freedom. 

As  of  press  time,  no  calendar 
date  was  set  for  the  bill  to  be 
heard  on  the  floor. 

Pick  up  the  Missourian  next  week 
to  see  a  full  story  on  the  bill's 
update. 

TODAY 

"Glass  Menagerie",  7:30  p.m., 
Mary  Linn  Performing  Arts. 

Thursdays  at  the  Union,  10  p.m. 

FRIDAY 

Last  date  to  get  75  percent  refund 
for  dropped  second-block  courses. 

Last  dale  to  drop  trimester 
course. 

Third  scheduled  Alodine 
installment  credited. 

"Glass  Menagerie",  7:30  p.m., 
Mary  Linn  Performing  Arts. 

SATURDAY 

KKY  Junior  High  Band  Festival. 

"Glass  Menagerie",  7:30  p.m., 
Mary  Linn  Performing  Arts. 

MONDAY 

Intramural  court  soccer,  6:30  p.m., 
Student  Rec  Center. 

TUESDAY 

District  1  Future  Business  Leaders 
of  America  leadership 
conference. 


Visit  the  web  for: 

A  slide  show  and  video  coverage 
on  Northwest's  9th  Annual  Drag 
Show,  and  results  of  the  men's  and 
women's  basketball  games. 


—CAMPUS  DINING 


ARAMARK  goes  trans  fat  free 

'*K 


By  Jessica  Schmidt 
Managing  Editor 

Northwest  faculty,  staff  and  students  can  now 
feel  a  little  better  - - 


40  percent 
crackers,  pies,  bread,  etc. 

21  percent  -  animal  products 
17  percent  -  margarine 
8  percent  -  fried  potatoes 


about  eating  cam¬ 
pus  dining's  fried 
foods. 

ARAMARK, 

Northwest's  food 
service  provider, 
recently  eliminated 
fryer  oil  contain¬ 
ing  trans  fats.  ARA- 
MARK  made  the 
switch  after  a  sur- 

vey  in  2006  found  its  consumers  were  increasingly 
concerned  about  trans  fat  consumption. 

Scientific  evidence  shows  consumption  of  trans 
fat  raises  "bad  cholesterol"  levels  that  increase  risks 
of  coronary  heart  disease,  according  to  the  U.S.  Food 
and  Drug  Administration.  Currently  more  than  12.5 


Major  Sources  of  Trans  Fat  for  Americans 

Average  daily  trans  fat  intake  is  2.6  percent  of  calories 

cakes,  cookies,  5  percent  -  chips,  popcorn 


millidn  Americans  have  coronary  heart  disease,  and 
over  500,000  die  each  year. 

The  2006  ARAMARK  study  revealed  that  27  per¬ 
cent  of  Americans  felt  strongly  about  limiting  trans 
_  fats  in  meals  pur¬ 
chased  away  from 
home. 

ARAMARK  will 
now  use  a  different 
cooking  oil,  Mazola 
ZT,  made  from  corn 
and  sunflower  oils 
and  processed 
without  hydroge¬ 
nation. 

- Hydrogenation 

produces  trans  fat  when  manufactures  add  hydrogen 
to  vegetable  oil,  according  to  the  FDA. 

"Overall  it's  healthier  for  you,"  said  Barry  Bea- 
com,  director  of  campus  dining.  "It  is  still  fried  food 

see  TRANS  FAT  on  A6 


4  percent  -  shortening 
3  percent  -  salad  dressing 
1  percent  -  breakfast  cereal 
1  percent  -  candy 

Sourco:  FDA 
Dala  based  on  July  2003  study 


photo  by  collin  young  I  miuourion  photogrraph«f 


ANN  GASKILL  of  JW’s  works  with  the  new  type  of  oil  being  used  to  cut  out 
trans  fat  in  campus  foods.  “It  costs  about  $2  more  per  container  so  the  price 
is  really  insignificant,”  said  Kelly  Zimmerman,  the  assistant  director  of  dining 
services. 


While  not  everyone  Und©S*SF€SITt€SS  the 
process  of  transforming  into  the  opposite 

a  few  nights  a  year  with  the  help 

of  sexy  outfits,  dlJCt’  fClfcl©  and 
elaborate  makeup.  Northwest's  annual  Drag 

Show  proves  there's... 

More  thao  ■  ■ 

meets  the  eye 


phofo  by  mike  dye  I  photography  editor 

PATRICK  HULL,  also  known  as  Bianca  Bliss  (stago  name),  performs  for  a  room  full  of  viewers  during  the  8th  Annual  Drag  Show  held 
in  the  J.W.  Jones  Student  Union  Ballroom  on  Friday  night.  The  show,  which  served  as  a  fundraiser  for  St.  Jude  Children's  Resoarch 
Hospital,  raised  about  $900. 

The  8th  Annual  Drag  Show  raised  more  than  $900 
to  benefit  St.  Jude  Children's  Research  Hospital 


By  Stephanie  Stangl 
Editor  in  Chief 

hese  outfits  left  nothing,  yet  everything,  to 
the  imagination. 

Although  most  of  the  seven  performers 
were  seal  itily  clad  in  revealing  tops  and  sexy  skirts,  they 
also  concealed  nearly  every  tiling,  with  the  help  of  razors, 
make-up,  duct  tape  and  snran  wrap. 

"Sometimes  you  have  a  lot  to  hide,  and  I'm  not 
talking  about  dirty  little  secrets,"  said  host  Bianca  Bliss, 
former  Northwest  student  Patrick  Hull,  joking  about 
how  much  duct  tape  he  had  to  use. 

Common  Ground,  Northwest's  gay,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  student  organization,  hosted  its  8th  Annual 
Drag  Show  6:30  p.m.,  Friday,  raising  $9(X)  for  St.  Jude 
Children's  Research  Hospital.  The  hospital  helps  all 
children  regardless  of  their  ability  to  pay. 

Participants  choreographed,  performed  and  lip- 
synched  songs  such  as  "Nasty,  Naughty  Boy,"  by  KILEY  KELLEY,  also  known  as  Katlnka  Kolley  (stags  name),  gets  wrappod  In 

duct  tape  with  the  help  of  common  ground  member  Carloy  Growcock  to  provide 
see  DRAG  on  A6  cleavage  for  his  costume  for  Friday  night’s  8th  Annual  Drag  Show.  This  was 
his  third  drag  show  at  Northwest. 
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Author  to 
discuss  life 
as  male 

By  Whitney  Keyes 
Chief  Reporter 

Ned  was  just 
a  typical  guy.  He 
worked,  dated 
women  and  had  a 
constant  5  o'clock 
shadow. 

But  Ned  was  actu¬ 
ally  Norah  Vincent,  a 
freelance  journalist, 
who  had  disguised 
herself  as  a  man. 

Vincent  will  visit 
Northwest  on  March 
12,  to  discuss  her 
book,  "Self-Made 
Man."  As  part  of  the 
Distinguished  Speakers  Series,  Vincent  will  conduct 
a  question  and  answer  session  at  3:30  p.m.,  on 
Monday,  March  12,  in  the  living  room  area  of  the 
student  Union,  and  will  speak  at  8  p.m.  in  the  Mary 
Linn  Performing  Arts  Center. 

"Self-Made  Man,"  which  has  been  deemed 
unethical  by  some,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  con¬ 
troversial  subjects  Northwest  has  had  for  a  speaker. 
Samantha  Coronado,  a  psychology  major,  said  one 
of  her  classes  had  discussed  the  ethics  involved 
with  Vincent's  experiment. 

see  MAN  on  A6 

MAP  testing 
to  change 

By  Andrea  James 
Chief  Reporter 

A  new  assessment  test  is  in  the  works  for  Mis¬ 
souri  schools  that  will  make  students  more  account¬ 
able  for  their  scores. 

the  Missouri  Department  of  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  announced  they  are  changing 
the  Missouri  Assessment  Program  tests  to  "end  of 
course"  exams,  said  Jim  Morris,  Missouri  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  direc¬ 
tor  of  public  information. 

"An  advisory  committee  and  DESE  are  working 
to  strengthen  and  increase  minimum  graduation 
requirements  and  change  high  school  tests,"  Mor¬ 
ris  said. 

The  MAP  tests  are  student  achievement  tests 
designed  especially  for  Missouri  students,  said 
Vickie  Miller,  Maryville  R-ll  superintendent.  The 
tests  are  a  way  for  schools  to  determine  their 
accreditation. 

"The  MAP  tests  are  criticized  because  students 
don't  take  them  seriously,"  Miller  said. 

DESE  is  exploring  different  alternatives  to 
encourage  more  effort,  she  said.  One  alternative 
was  the  end  of  course  exams  for  some  high  school 
subjects. 

Algebra  1,  English  W  and  Biology,  will  be  the 
first  subjects  to  use  the  end  of  course  exams,  Morris 
said.  DESE  is  working  toward  administering  the 
first  tests  in  2009. 

see  MAP  on  A6 
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CAMPUS8RIEFS 

Annual  Legislative  Reception 
open  to  all  students 

Student  Senate's  Annual  Legislative  Reception  is  Thurs¬ 
day,  March  8  in  Jefferson  City.  Students  interested  can  attend 
a  information  meeting  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Thursday  in  Valk  128 
or  the  regular  Student  Senate  meeting  at  7  p.m.  on  Tuesday  in 
theJ.VV.  Jones  Student  Union  Hoard  room.  Anyone  interested 
can  also  contact  the  Student  Senate  Office  at  562-1218. 

ISO  Dinner  to  be  held  Saturday 

The  International  Students  Organization  annual  din¬ 
ner  is  at  3  p.m.  Saturday  in  the  J.VV.  Jones  Student  Union 
Ballroom.  Tickets  are  $8  for  children,  Sll  for  adults,  $10  for 
students  and  seniors.  Tickets  can  be  picked  at  the  IIC  in  the 
J.VV.  Jones  Student  Union. 

St.  Joseph  Symphony  to 
perform  in  Mary  Linn 

The  Saint  Joseph  Symphony  will  perform  at  7:30  p.m., 
Wednesday,  in  the  Mary  Linn  Performing  Arts  Center.  Guest 
cellist  Ho  Ahn  will  also  perform.  Students  attend  free.  Tickets 
are  $5  for  the  general  public  and  can  be  picked  up  at  the 
Student  Services  Desk  in  the  Administration  Building. 

Choirs  come  together  for 
Mary  Linn  concert  next  week 

Northwest's  Tower  Choir,  Iowa's  Western  Community 
College  Concert  Choir  and  the  Kansas  City  Fine  Arts  Cho¬ 
rale  will  perform  together  at  8  p.m.  Tuesday  in  the  Mar)' 
Linn  Performing  Arts  Center.  The  concert  is  free  and  open 
to  the  public. 

Sculptor's  work  goes  on  display 
as  part  of  Visiting  Artist  Series 

Part  of  Northwest's  Visiting  Artist  Series,  the  work  of 
sculptor  Aristotle  Georgiades  from  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin-Madison,  is  on  display  until  Friday,  March  30  in  the 
Olive  DeLuce  Fine  Arts  Building  in  the  first-floor  gallery. 

Undergraduate  student  to 
present  research  paper 

Andrew  Swatek,  a  pre-professional  z.oology  major 
from  St.  Louis,  will  present  a  research  paper  during 
the  21st  annual  National  Conferences  on  Undergradu¬ 
ate  Research  in  April  at  the  Dominican  University  of 
California. 

Swatek's  work,  supervised  by  biology  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  Peter  Kondrashov,  analyzes  the  bone  surfaces  of 
16  vertebrae.  For  his  research,  Swatek  used  the  biology 
department's  scanning  electron  microscope,  which  it 
received  as  a  gift  from  Hallmark  Cards  last  year. 

After  graduating  from  Northwest  this  year,  Swatek 
hopes  to  attend  veterinary  school. 


CAMPUS 

SAC  chooses  performers  carefully 


By  Kristin  Summers 
University  Editor 

He  never  imagined  the  strong  turnout 
the  night  he  spoke  in  the  Charles  Johnson 
Theatre  in  2006. 

Surprised  by  the  large  attendance, 
Gideon  Yngo,  an  MTV  personality  and 
journalist,  spoke  at  Northwest  as  one  of 
several  speakers  sponsored  by  the  Student 
Activities  Council. 

SAC  brings  lecturers,  musicians, 
comedians  and  other  artist  on  campus  for 
students  and  the  community,  said  Wesley 
Miller,  lecture  chair  of  SAC. 

The  council  is  broken  up  into  several 
different  committees  including  entertain¬ 
ment,  lecturer  and  concert. 


Miller  has  been  the  lecture  chair  for 
SAC  for  the  last  two  years  and  said  he 
does  extensive  research  when  looking  for 
a  lecturer  to  bring  to  campus. 

Lecturers  sponsored  by  SAC  are  also 
funded  by  its  budget  and  Northwest  stu¬ 
dents  yearly  student  activities  fee  of  $70. 

Though  the  lectures  are  free,  the  cost 
of  hosting  a  lecture  on  campus  varies  from 
$1,000  to  $100,000,  Miller  said. 

Lecturers  Judy  Shepard,  anti-gay  vio¬ 
lence  advocate,  and  Gideon  Yago  both  cost 
close  to  $10,000,  Miller  said. 

He  tries  to  find  speakers  that  would 
appeal  to  students  and  the  community 
and  could  also  relate  with  what  is  taught 
in  some  classes  at  Northwest,  Miller 
said. 


After  SAC  announced  Hinder,  a  rock 
band,  were  going  to  perform  in  April, 
anti-Hinder  groups  formed  on  Facebook, 
an  online  social  network. 

Though  Miller  said  SAC  tries  to  please 
the  students  as  much  as  possible,  he 
knows  they  can't. 

Prices  for  lecturers  sponsored  by  SAC 
arc  similar  to  prices  for  bringing  as  part  of 
the  Distinguished  Lecture  Sories.Depend- 
ing  on  the  speaker,  prices  for  the  Distin¬ 
guished  Lecture  Series  vary  from  $3,000 
to  $100,000,  which  is  funded  through  the 
Provost  Office,  said  Kristen  Alley,  director 
of  campus  activities. 

Northwest  has  never  spent  $100,000 
for  a  speaker  before,  Alley  said. 

Speakers  chosen  to  be  part  of  the  lec¬ 


ture  series  are  booked  one  to  two  years  in 
advance,  especially  if  they  have  a  book  or 
movie  coming  out.  Alley  said. 

Booking  a  speaker  a  year  in  advance 
can  be  cheaper  if  they  are  nearby,  said 
Richard  Frucht,  professor  in  the  history, 
humanities,  philosophy  and  political  sci¬ 
ence  department. 

A  faculty  committee  meets  once  or 
twice  a  year  and  makes  their  recommen¬ 
dations  for  speakers  to  Alley,  Frucht  said, 
who  is  on  the  faculty  committee. 

Speakers  are  important  because  they 
provide  insight  through  their  expertise. 
Alley  said. 

"It  exposes  us  to  some  people  with 
expert  real  world  experience  that  we  don't 
get  in  Maryville,"  Alley  said. 


Shepard  speaks  of  injustice, 
encourages  acceptance  of  all 


By  Andrea  James 
Chief  Reporter 

A  hush  fell  over  the  audience  as  she 
walked  onto  the  stage.  Some  were  there 
for  class  credit,  while  others  were  eager  to 
hear  her  message  of  love,  truth  and  political 
justice  for  those  who  are  different. 

Judy  Shepard  spoke  Tuesday,  Feb.  27, 
at  Charles  Johnson  Theater  on  society's 
injustice  towards  the  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual 
and  transgender  population. 

During  her  presentation,  she  spoke 
of  Wyoming,  the  inequities  in  our  culture 
regarding  homosexuals,  her  son  Matthew 
Shepard's  life  and  murder  and  her  victim 
impact  statement  to  a  Wyoming  court.  A 
victim  impact  statement  is  a  statement  that 
tells  the  court  what  was  lost  because  of  the 
crime. 

The  audience  was  informed  Judy 
believes  our  society  has  become  SIC-silent, 
indifferent  and  complacent.  She  asked  the 
crowd  to  question  the  justification  of  sitting 
back  while  others  have  to  endure  the  loss  of 
jobs  or  not  be  able  to  many  the  person  they 
love  because  they  are  different. 

The  audience  came  from  several  places 


and  for  different  reasons  to  hear  Judy  speak. 
University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln  student 
Sam  Fischer  drove  two  and  a  half  hours 
with  his  parents  to  listen  to  Judy's  speech. 
They  wanted  to  hear  her  perspective  on  the 
issue  and  about  educating  others. 

Tim  Fischer,  Sam's  father,  was  interested 
in  how  Judy's  story  still  has  an  impact 
today. 

"Something  that  happened  eight  or  nine 
years  ago  is  still  being  dealt  with  now.  It  still 
hits  home  and  will  continue  to  be  powerful 
eight  or  nine  years  from  now,"  Tim  said. 
"It's  not  just  a  gay  and  lesbian  issue;  it's 
about  accepting  everyone.  Obviously  our 
generation  didn't  do  that." 

On  Oct.  7, 1998,  two  men  unmercifully 
attacked  Matthew,  beat  him  and  left  him 
to  die;  eighteen  hours  later,  a  cyclist  found 
him.  On  Oct.  12, 1998,  Matthew  died  from 
his  injuries. 

After  Matthew's  death,  Judy  tried  to 
"make  something  positive  out  of  something 
completely  devoid  of  humanity..."  She 
started  touring  the  nation  to  speak  with  oth- 
,ers  about  hate  crimes  and  discrimination. 

When  Judy  first  started,  she  saw  fear 
in  other's  eyes  arid  her  presentations  were 


more  personal.  Now  she  sees  activism  and 
hope  and  leans  more  towards  the  political 
aspect.  Her  ultimate  goal  is  to  get  rid  of 
discrimination  altogether. 

"My  goal  is  to  be  out  of  a  job  and  have 
everything  equal  across  theboard,"  Judy  said. 

She  uses  her  speeches  as  a  grieving 
process  for  Matthew. 

"Matt  is  always  with  me  and  this  is  how 
I  keep  him  active.  I'm  going  to  miss  all  the 
kids  when  I'm  not  needed;  which  will  be  a 
good  thing,"  Shepard  said. 

Brandi  Malloy  and  Carmelita  Maxwell 
came  from  St.  Joseph  and  they  also  wanted 
to  hear  Shepard's  message. 

Malloy  and  Maxwell  have  been  partners 
for  the  past  three  years.  Malloy  is  interested 
in  how  Judy  feels  about  fear.  The  women 
adopted  a  daughter  and  each  have  children 
of  their  own;  both  women  arc  concerned 
about  the  wellbeing  of  their  children. 

"I'm  always  concerned  that  someone 
will  hurt  them  or  kill  them  because  their 
mothers  are  lesbians,"  Malloy  said. 

She  also  thinks  it  is  interesting  how 
something  so  simple  as  a  kiss  on  the  head 
can  cause  repulsion  from  others. 

"I  liked  it  when  Judy  said  that  God 


photo  by  amy  loci' ion  I  rmuourmn  photographer 

JUDY  SHEPARD,  mother  of  Mathew  Shepard, 
who  was  killed  bccuase  of  his  sexual 
preference,  spoke  about  political  injustice 
for  gay,  lesbian,  and  bisexual  individuals. 
After  her  speech,  she  spoke  one  on  one  with 
individuals  who  needed  advice  for  their  own 
personal  lives. 


didn't  make  mistakes  and  wants  all  his 
children  to  be  loved.  God  didn't  make  me 
different  to  be  hated,"  Malloy  said. 

For  more  information  on  Judy  and  Mat¬ 
thew  Shepard  and  the  Matthew  Shepard 
Foundation,  go  to  Matthewshcpard.org.  . 
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Forensics  team  named  state 
champions  at  William  Jewell 


reducing  the  cost  of  out-of-state  fees  t 

,  .  V-  '  >•  . r  .  .■ 

•  ’  •  •  *  •  ’  ■  O  .  -  *  •  .4  .  «  •  ,  •  '..  \  ■  ' 

9  Y:f>  V-  ’V  4  •  ‘V  ’ ! .  „  '/,•  V 

A  large  number  of  program  offerings:  40  Masters.  2  Doctorate,  1 


By  Shane  Sherwood 
Missouri  Reporter 

March  1,  2007. 

This  was  the  first  win  for  North¬ 
west  since  1998. 

On  Feb.  17  andl8,  a  group  of  12 
participants  from  the  forensics  team 
traveled  to  William  Jewell  College 
for  the  state  championship.  The 
results  were  a  big  win  for  the  team, 
becoming  state  champions  for  the 
first  time  in  eight  years. 

"I  was  really  happy  with  the  way 
out  team  was  able  to  come  together 
and  win  state,"  Alison  Nickolaus 
said,  forensics  team  member. 

Directed  by  Johnson,  the  foren¬ 
sics  team  consists  of  14  members 
and  is  open'  to  any  student  at  the 
University. 

Northwest  won  in  the  team  divi¬ 
sion,  with  three  individuals  winning 
in  their  own  divisions.  Steve  Perkins 
achieved  in  dramatic  interpretation 


Funding  for  research  and  conferences 
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division.  Nickolaus  was  successful 
for  her  informative  speech  perfor¬ 
mance.  Matthew  Side-singer  scored 
lor  his  speech  in  the  after  dinner 
peaking  division. 

"I  was  really  surprised  1  won 
informative,"  Nickolaus  said.  "I 
really  didn't  think  the  round  went 
all  that  well,  but  apparently  I  did 
something  right." 

Students  prepared  for  their 
speeches  by  individual  rehearsal 
and  practice.  They  also  met  with 
Johnson,  Mcrci  Decker;  the  assistant 
director  or  Brent  Pankau;  the  gradu¬ 
ate  assistant.  Also,  the  week  before 
competition,  practices  were  held 
almost  every  night  until  late. 

Along  with  the  University,  12 
other  Missouri  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  participated  in  the  extent.  The 
University  took  the  highest  honor, 
the  state  champions,  which  was  the 
first  win  in  this  category  since  1998. 

Johnson  described  this  year's 
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forensics  team  as  successful.  He  also 
believes  that  forensics  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  asset  for  a  student. 

"People  who  compete  often  have 
stronger  critical  thinking  skills  that 
can  attribute  to  any  field  or  job," 
Johnson  said.  "It  also  helps  students 
improve  their  communication  skills 
th  rough  public  performance  in  a 
competitive  setting." 

Decker  said  the  team  is  doing 
very  well  and  that  the  team  has  put 
in  a  lot  of  effort  for  the  team  this 
year. 

On  March  3  and  4,  the  forensics 
team  will  compete  at  the  University 
of  Oklahoma  in  Norman.  If  they 
win  there,  they  will  compete  in 
the  national  forensics  competition 
at  Minnesota  State  University  in 
Mankato. 

If  anyone  would  like  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  becoming  a  forensics 
team  member,  contact  Johnson  at 
562-1506. 
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Maryville  High  School  gets  a 
'Taste  of  Broadway' 


FIVE  AND  6-year-old  girls  practice  their  tap  dance  routine  to  the  tune  of  "Hi  Ho"  Tuesday  night  at  Bearcat  Boogie  Dance  Studio.  This 
age  group  doesn’t  compete,  but  Is  being  trained  to  carry  on  the  winning  tradition  of  the  dancers  at  this  Maryville  studio. 


By  Lindsay  Jacobs 
Asst.  Features  Editor 

Some  have  asked  if  the  dance  studio 
is  a  trophy  store,  an  easy  misconcep¬ 
tion  considering  the  great  amount  of 
trophies  crowding  the  window  and  the 
talent  inside, 

Bearcat  Boogie  Dance  Studio  has 
been  open  for  five  years,  and  this  will  be 
the  studio's  third  year  of  participating 
in  competitions  giving  them  plenty  of 
chances  to  bring  home  awards. 

Their  success  got  them  invited  to 
perform  during  the  half  time  of  the 
Capital  One  Bowl  in  Orlando.  Around 
20  performers  and  their  families  will  fly 
out  the  day  after  Christmas  to  perform 
on  New  Year's  Day  2008.  They  will  have 
three  days  to  learn  the  routine. 

During  their  second  year  of  com¬ 
petition,  Bearcat  Boogie  Dance  Studio 
received  several  prestigious  awards  at 
the  national  competition  in  Branson, 
Mo. 

In  order  to  get  to  the  national  com¬ 
petition  a  dance  must  win  at  the  regional 
competition  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  said  Dana 
Schmidt,  owner  of  Bearcat  Boogie  Dance 
Studio. 

Their  success  at  nationals  is  ranked 
in  her  top  five  moments  in  life,  Schmidt 
said. 

The  first  year  nothing  made  it  to 
nationals,  but  last  year  all  22  dances 
made  it  to  nationals.  At  nationals,  nine 
dances  won  national  championships,  10 
dances  received  first  place  and  six  dances 
took  second  place. 

"It  was  gratifying  to  me  to  see  the 
excitement  on  the  kids'  faces,"  Schmidt 
said. 

Dancers  at  the  studio  must  be  asked 
to  participate  in  competition.  In  order 
to  be  asked,  performers  must  have  a 
good  stage  presence,  be  dedicated  and 
willing  to  learn. 

This  year  they're  taking  36  perform¬ 
ers  to  dance  in  40  dances  to  the  regional 
competition  in  Omaha  on  March  23,  24 
and  25.  There  are  20  solos  and  20  group 


dances  going  to  regionals. 

There  are  currently  182  dancers 
enrolled  in  the  studio,  the  number  of 
perfomers  enrolled  doubled  after  nation¬ 
als  last  year,  Schmidt  said. 

Kaylee  Nelson,  14,  has  been  taking 
lessons  at  Bearcat  Boogie  for  five  years. 
She  has  spent  11  years  taking  dance 
lessons. 

Last  year  her  solo  placed  fifth  overall 
at  nationals,  she  won  the  Energy  Award 
and  the  tap  performance  she  was  in 
placed  first  overall. 

The  success  makes  her  want  to  keep 
dancing  "the  rest  of  my  life,"  Nelson 
said. 

This  year  at  regionals  she  is  partici¬ 
pating  in  two  jazz  groups,  a  jazz  duo,  a 
hip-hop  solo,  a  tap  group,  a  pom-pom 


group  and  a  hip-hop  group. 

Bailey  Schmidt,  11,  has  taken  lessons 
at  Bearcat  Boogie  for  five  years,  and  she 
has  been  enrolled  in  lessons  since  she 
was  3-years-old. 

Last  year  at  nationals,  her  clogging 
duo  received  fifth-  place  overall.  She  was 
also  a  solo  category  winner,  and  her  tap 
trio  and  hip-hop  trio  won  second. 

At  regionals  this  year  she  is  partici¬ 
pating  in  a  hip-hop  group,  a  tap  duo,  a 
clogging  duo  and  solo,  a  pom-pom 
group,  a  group  production  and  a  trio 
mix. 

Christi  Nonce,  13,  has  been  compet¬ 
ing  for  two  years  and  has  taken  lessons 
at  Bearcat  Boogie  for  the  past  four  years. 
She  began  taking  lessons  at  the  age  of 
4  or  5. 


Last  year  at  nationals  her  tap  duo 
ranked  sixth,  her  pom-pom  group 
received  first  place  along  with  judge's 
choice. 

Bailey  and  Nelson  were  also  in  that 
group  and  the  production  routine  that 
also  involved  Bailey  and  Nelson  won  a 
national  championship  and  the  award 
for  technical  timing. 

This  year  at  regionals  Nance  is  doing 
a  hip-hop  group,  a  mixed  trio,  a  pom¬ 
pom  group,  production  and  a  jazz  solo. 

She  spends  six  hours  at  the  dance 
studio  every  Sunday,  Nance  said. 

Dana  said  the  success  comes  from  the 
dancers  maturing. 

"Our  girls  continue  to  get  bet¬ 
ter  every  year  and  haven't  stopped 
learning, "she  said. 


Maryville  High  School  will  put  on  a  production 
of  "A  Taste  of  Broadway"  at  7:30  p.m.  on  March  15, 
16  and  17  at  Maryville  High  School. 

The  musical  will  consist  of  members  of  the  Con¬ 
cert  Choir  and  the  Spectrum  Vocal  Ensemble. 

For  more  information  on  the  musical  contact  the 
Maryville  High  School  Vocal  Music  Department  at 
562-4169. 

Maryville  High  hosts  showcase 

A  showcase  will  be  held  from  7  p.m.  to  9  p.m., 
March  5,  at  Maryville  High  School  for  parents  and 
other  community  members  to  get  a  glimpse  into  the 
students'  education. 

The  showcase  will  provide  displays  of  math,  sci¬ 
ence  and  fine  arts  abilities,  as  well  as  others. 

Visitors  are  also  encouraged  to  participate  in 
activities  such  as  Spanish  bingo  or  the  demonstration 
of  graphing  calculators. 

The  event  will  also  include  a  dinner  at  5  p.m.  The 
cost  is  $6  for  adults  and  $4  for  students.  Children  ages 
4  to  12  are  $3.  The  proceeds  from  the  dinner  will  go 
to  the  Science  Club. 

For  more  information,  contact  Jolaine  Zweifel  at 
562-1532. 

Red  Cross  reaches  needs  for  fire 
victims  thanks  to  citizen  donations 

Maryville  citizens  have  donated  $14,196  for  the 
victims  of  the  Carson  Apartments  fire,  surpassing  the 
Red  Cross's  original  goal  by  $4,050. 

Projected  relief  items  for  the  victims  were  less 
costly  than  first  estimated  which  led  to  the  overlap 
in  funds.  The  Red  Cross  will  contact  future  donors 
to  Carson  Apartments  Fire  Disaster  Relief  and  give 
them  the  choice  of  having  their  donation  returned  to 
them  or  used  for  future  disaster  relief. 

Missouri  Center  for  Patient  Safety 
uses  March  for  awareness 

March  is  Patient  Safety  Awareness  Month  in  the 
state  of  Missouri,  a  month  the  Missouri  Center  for 
Patient  Safety  uses  to  study  and  prevent  medical 
errors. 

The  Missouri  Department  of  Health  and  Senior 
Services  helps  sponsor  Patient  Safety  Awareness 
Month  and  aids  the  MCPS  in  preventing  possible 
medical  errors. 


New  skate  park 


Maryville  short  on 
money  for  changes 


By  Marcus  Meade 
Community  News  Editor 

They  ride  the  streets  and  travel 
hundreds  of  miles  for  a  few  hours 
of  hell  on  wheels.  But  soon, 
they'll  be  able  to  stay  right  here 
at  home. 

The  skate  park  designated  for 
Donaldson  West  Side  Park  and 
Sports  Complex  is  nearing  con¬ 
struction. 

"The  parents  came  to  us  origi¬ 
nally  wanting  a  safe  place  for  kids 
to  ride  their  skate  boards,"  said 
Rod  Auxier,  Maryville  Parks  and 
Recreation  director.  "Then,  the 
people  cracking  down  uptown,  at 
the  pool,  on  the  tennis  courts  and 
on  the  University,  everybody  was 
trying  to  move  them  somewhere 
else." 

The  parents  that  went  to  see 
Auxier  then  began  raising  money 
for  the  project. 

"They  have  been  instrumental 
in  helping  getting  the  funds  to 
build  it,"  Auxier  said. 

One  of  those  parents,  David 
Nun  has  been  very  active  in  the 
pursuit  of  this  skate  park,  Auxier 


said. 

Nun's  reasons  for  wanting  this 
park  revolve  around  his  son  Jerad's 
love  of  skate  boarding.  That  love 
and  the  kids'  knowledge  of  skate 
parks  is  what  prompted  Nun  and 
Auxier  to  give  the  kids  the  design¬ 
er's  pen.  Nun  said.  A  group  of  10 
to  12  kids  designed  the  layout  for 
the  new  skate  park. 

"Before  he  drove,  we  were 
gone  every  weekend  taking  him 
to  skateboard,"  Nun  said. 

It's  been  two  years  since  this 
group  of  parents  got  together, 
and  in  that  two  years,  they  have 
raised  $116,110,  Nun  said.  That's 
roughly  $19,000  short  of  the 
amount  needed. 

"We  lucked  out  last  year,"  Nun 
said.  "The  skateboard  company 
Woodward  came  to  us,  they  had 
some  2006  equipment  they  were 
willing  to  sell  us." 

Before  this  project  began  the 
committee  of  parents  wanted  to 
make  sure  the  need  was  there  for  a 
skate  park,  Nun  said.  They  sent  out 
a  petition  asking  people  weather 
they  thought  Maryville  needed 
a  skate  park  and  whether  or  not 


in  future 


it  would  be  used.  Roughly  400 
people  signed  the  petition  with  an 
estimated  100  saying  they  would 
use  the  park. 

"Right  now  there's  probably  a 
good  core  of  20  to  25  skateboard¬ 
ers  of  the  high  school  age,"  Nun 
said. 

He  envisions  Maryville  being  a 
place  where  not  only  high  school 
kids  can  skate,  but  younger  kids 
and  people  from  the  surrounding 
areas  as  well. 

The  park  will  be  available  for 
both  skate  boarders  and  in-line 
skaters,  but  not  bikers,  due  to  the 
physical  restrictions  of  the  equip¬ 
ment,  Nun  said. 

Both  Auxier  and  Nun  expect 
the  park  to  be  ready  sometime 
this  spring. 

A  raffle  is  being  held  to  help 
raise  the  additional  $19,000  needed 
for  the  park. 

The  winner  will  receive  a  trip 
for  two  to  Camp  Woodward,  a 
camp  with  ramps  and  rails  for 
skate  boarding,  in-line  skating 
and  biking. 

For  more  details  contact  Auxier 
at  562-2923. 


By  Marcus  Meade 
Communihj  News  Editor 

Maryville  may  soon  find  itself 
up  a  creek  without  the  money  for 
paddles. 

The  city  of  Maryville  has  been 
experiencing  a  stagnant  period  in  city 
revenue  over  the  last  couple  of  years, 
said  Assistant  City  Manager  Matthew 
LeCerf.  That  lack  of  money  means 
the  city's  capital  improvements  aren't 
being  made  for  Maryville's  different 
departments. 

"Each  fiscal  year  they'll  put  an 
item  or  a  number  of  items  of  things 
that  each  department  needs,"  LeCerf 
said.  "We  are  in  a  position  light  now 
where  the  revenue  we  have  that's 
being  generated  is  only  allowing  us  to 
do  basic  operational  needs.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  due  to  the  lack  of  revenue  that 
we  have  it’s  not  enabling  us  to  meet 
these  capital  improvement  plans." 

The  city  of  Maryville  has  total  rev¬ 
enues  of  roughly  $12.9  million.  After 
subtracting  the  operational  expendi¬ 
ture  total  of  more  than  $12.8  million, 


that  leaves  the  city  with  only  $30, 0(X) 
for  improvements.  The  improve¬ 
ments  needed  cost  an  estimated  $9.5 
million. 

The  improve¬ 
ments  could  be 
things  like  code 
enforcement-tracking 
software  or  water  ser¬ 
vice  upgrades.  But 
regardless  of  what 
the  improvement  is, 

LeCerf  said,  all  things 
requested  are  things 
departments  need. 

While  things  at 
home,  like  the  city's 
sluggish  sales  tax, 
greatly  affect  Maryville's  ability  to 
make  improvements,  the  global 
economy  plays  its  part  as  well,  said 
Mayor  Mike  Thompson. 

"Costs  have  increased  signifi¬ 
cantly,  fuel.  Katrina  really  hurt  us 
on  some  projects  we  were  doing," 
Thompson  said.  "We  went  from  a 
gallon  of  gasoline  being  about  $1.80 
up  to  $3... a  piece  of  plywood  went 


from  $4  a  sheet  to  $20  a  sheet  over¬ 
night." 

A  lack  of  funds  from  sales  tax  and 
elsewhere  means  ask¬ 
ing  for  funds  from  the 
federal  government. 

"Obviously  every 
city  in  Missouri . .  .Ls ask¬ 
ing  a  state  rep.  for  some 
sort  of  appropriation," 
L.eCerf  said.  "With 
that  said,  obviously  not 
everybody's  going  to 
get  their  request." 

Even  if  the 
appropriations  come 
through,  they're  only  a 
temporary  fix,  LeCerf 
said.  Fixing  the  problem  in  the  long 
term  will  take  a  mixture  of  new’  busi¬ 
nesses  and  a  higher  population  that 
can  supply  more  disposable  income. 

This  trend  doesn't  worry  Thomp¬ 
son,  however. 

"Does  it  concern  me?  Abso¬ 
lutely.  Do  1  worry  about  it?  No,  that 
wouldn't  serve  a  lot  of  purpose,"  he 
said. 


Maryville  is 
left  with  only 
$30,000  for 
improvements 
after  subtracting 
operational 
expenditures. 
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Try  exercise,  healthy 
eating  on  for  size 

Sometimes  it's  not  so  great  to  be  an  American. 

American  restaurants  serve  one  person  enough  food 
for  a  starving  family  of  four,  our  borders  house  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  obesity  rates  in  the  world  and  most  of  us  are  always  looking 
for  the  easy  way  out  when  it  comes  to  weight  loss. 

Instead  of  exercising  regularly  and  eating  a  balanced  meal, 
many  of  us  opt  to  pop  TrimSpa  or  Hydroxycut  or  jump  on  the 
bandwagon  of  the  Grapefruit  Diet  or  Atkins. 

Numerous  deaths  have  been  linked  to  dietary  supplements 
boasting  weight  loss  benefits  and  the  secrets  are  out:  you  can't 
live  on  grapefruit  alone  and  your  brain  needs — gasp — carbo¬ 
hydrates  to  function. 

Americans  constantly  hunt  for  the  greatest  results  with  the 
minimal  amount  of  effort.  Let's  face  it.  Most  of  us  are  lazy  and 
we  don't  want  to  admit  that  maybe  we  need  to  actually  get 
off  the  couch  and  play  with  our  kids  once  in  a  while  or  take  a 
walk  instead  of  surfing  the  Internet  eight  hours  a  day. 

Also,  an  important  factor  to  keep  into  consideration  when 
deciding  whether  to  jog  or  swallow  another  fist  full  of  pills  is 
dietary  supplements  are  not  regulated  by  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  meaning  they  could  have  severe  consequences 
to  your  health  and  you'd  never  know  it  until  it's  too  late. 

You  wouldn't  chow  down  on  a  Lean  Cuisine  that  hadn't 
been  approved  by  the  FDA,  so  why  would  you  blindly  con¬ 
sume  pills  everyday  that  could  kill  you? 

We've  all  heard  many  of  our  friends  and  family  members 
try  diet  after  diet  they  saw  on  an  infomercial  at  2  a. m.’  Some¬ 
times  they  lose  30  or  40  pounds,  and  we  start  to  think,  hey, 
if  it  worked  for  them,  it  could  work  for  me.  But  the  problem 
with  fad  diets  is  the  results  only  last  typically  the  longevity 
of  the  diet,  and  then  you  gain  all  the  weight  back — plus  a  few 
pounds. 

It's  time  to  stand  up  and  make  a  decision  about  the  kind  of 
life  you  want  to  lead.  Do  you  want  to  go  through  life  feeling 
lethargic,  unattractive  and  risk  multiple  health  disorders?  Or 
do  you  want  to  gradually  try  fitting  exercise  into  your  hectic 
schedule  and  try  to  eat  healthier,  not  because  of  vanity  reasons, 
but  to  feel  better,  be  healthier  and  live  a  longer  life? 

Turn  to  The  Vibe  this  week  on  B6  to  learn  more  about  the 
dangers  of  fad  diets  and  to  get  some  tips  on  eating  healthier 
and  living  better,  because  there's  no  day  better  than  today  to 
start  living  healthier  for  you. 
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OPINION 


MYVIEW 


Reporter  aims  to  cast  educated  vote 


It's  almost  March, 
and  I  have  a  new  New 
Year's  resolution.  I 
know,  I  know,  it's  a 
little  latb.  But  I'm  jus¬ 
tifying  that,  because 
I'm  a  little  ahead  of 
schedule  with  this 
goal. 

I  want  to  under¬ 
stand,  follow  and 
make  an  educated 
vote  come  the  next 
Presidential  election. 

Let  me  back  track 
slightly.  1  am  part  of 
that  group  that  gives  teenagers 
a  bad  reputation  regarding  poli¬ 
tics.  I  have  no  idea  what's  going 
on.  I  was  that  girl,  in  high  school 
Civics,  who  didn't  actually  pay 
attention.  No,  I  was  too  busy 
discussing  where  to  venture  for 
lunch  with  my  friends-  Taco  Bell 
hands  down. 

Nice  job,  Whitney.  Am  1  really 


so  shallow  that  I  would 
postpone  knowledge 
of  my  country  until 
I  get  my  Nachos  Bell 
Grande? 

Don't  get  me 
wrong.  I  see  the  head¬ 
lines  when  I  log  onto 
(lie  Internet  to  check 
my  Paccbook.  1  know 
Britney  shaved  her 
head,  and  that  Lorelei 
on  Gilmore  Girls  isn't 
married  anymore.  But 
in  the  grand  scheme 
of  things,  who  cares?  I 
don't  want  to  be  so  shallow  that 
1  only  fill  myself  in  on  celebrities 
and  TV  shows. 

1  am  ashamed,  and  embar¬ 
rassed  to  say,  that  1  am  totally 
clueless. 

Like  I  said  though,  I  do  have 
an  opinion.  And  I've  been  an 
advocate  for  voting*ince  I  was  old 
enough  to  understand  the  concept 


of  democracy.  I  think  voting  is 
great;  I  just  apparently  can't  be 
bothered  with  knowing  anything 
important. 

"Daddy,  how  do  we  feel  about 
President  Bush?"  was  my  old  way 
of  filling  myself  in.  I've  asked  this 
enough  now,  that  my  dad  knows 
1  want  the  Readers  Digest  ver¬ 
sion  of  politics.  He's  my  almighty 
source  for  all  things  government. 
I  registered  as  a  Democrat. ..why? 
Because  that's  what  Daddy  is. 
But  that  isn't  going  to  cut  it  any¬ 
more. 

At  least  not  for  me. 

So  now  that  presidential  bids 
and  campaigns  are  starting,  I'm 
setting  my  bar  high,  and  not 
settling  for  not  knowing  what's 
going  on. 

I'm  not  going. to  vote  against 
Hillary,  just  because  my  dad  says 
she'll  ruin  the  country.  And  I'm 
not  going  to  vote  according  to 
parly  lines  only  to  be  true  to  my 


voter  registration  card.  Nope,  not 
this  lime,  Watch  out  guys,  I  intend 
to  be  informed. 

And  I  encourage  those  of  you 
dad-asking,  Taco  Bell-eating,  clue¬ 
less  people  to  join  me.  Let's  make 
a  change  for  the  belter,  by  putting 
forth  a  little  effort.  It  won't  hurt 
us 'that  much  will  it?  This  is  our 
country,  and  I'm  not  foreseeing 
a  giant  exodus  of  our  generation 
to  Canada,  so  let's  take  that  extra 
step  to  take  care  of  it.  It's  the  least 
we  can  do,  for  maybe  the  most 
important  thing. 

I'm  not  saying  all  teenagers 
are  uninformed  and  clueless  like  I 
am.  In  fact,  I'd  hope  to  be  the  only 
one.  I  doubt  I  am  though.  Those  of 
you  who  do  show  some  effort  and 
care,  help  us  lowly  nai’ve  people 
out.  And  let's  all  get  a  head  start 
on  next  year's  election,  so  that  we 
can  make  a  difference. 

But  first,  let's  go  get  some 
tacos. 


Whilney  Keyes 

Chictt  Reporlct 


—MYVIEW 

Tornadoes  bring  good  with  the  bad 


You  know  you're 
in  Missouri  when... 
there  is  a  tornado 
watch  in  February. 

On  Saturday  I  did 
a  little  double  take  as 
I  caught  a  glimpse  of 
the  TV  screen. 

Maybe  I'm  a  little 
sadisliebut  despileall 
the  damage,  destruc¬ 
tion  and  heartache 
they  cause,  I  can't 
help  but  feel  a  little 
excited.  Tornado  sea¬ 
son  is  one  my  favorite 
times  of  the  year  in  the  Midwest. 

Something  about  a  freakishly 
green  sky,  rapidly  dropping  tem¬ 
peratures  and  rotating  clouds  gets 
my  heart  racing.  I've  seen  about 
three  tornadoes  in  person. 

There  are  probably  a  few  rea¬ 
sons  I'm  infatuated  with  torna¬ 
does.  But  I  honestly  believe  they 
bring  some  comic  relief  with  all 
the  destruction. 

For  one,  tornadoes  bring  out 
the  crazy  in  people. 

Example,  for  five  years  I 
worked  at  the  Dairy  Queen  in  my 
hometown  and  each  summer  some 
idiot  would  come  through  the 
drive-thru  while  the  sirens  were 
going  off. 

"Hey  are  you  guys  serving?" 


"No,  we're  not. 
There's  a  tornado  on  the 
ground.  That's  why  the 
sirens  are  going  off." 

"Ahhh  man.  Seri¬ 
ously?  Can  I  just  get  a 
Blizzard?" 

I  never  failed  to  be 
amazed  at  how  desen¬ 
sitized  residents  of  my 
hometown  are  to  severe 
weather.  Maybe  they're 
OK  with  dying  as  long 
as  their  last  meal  is  a 
tasty  DQ  treat. 

No.  2,  tornadoes 
bring  people  and  families  together. 
This  doesn't  have  to  be  all  bad.  I've 
met  a  lot  of  people  helping  with 
cleanups  and  heard  more  than  a 
few  unbelievable  survival  stories. 

My  family  is  a  perfect  example 
of  how  not  to  react  to  severe 
weather. 

•  Just  a  year  ago  on  Easter  week¬ 
end  I  experienced  one  of  the 
more  adventurous  family  bond¬ 
ing  moments.  It  was  a  normal 
Saturday  until — gasp;  a  tornado 
formed  a  mile  west  of  our  house. 
One  thing's  for  sure,  when  there  is 
a  tornado  near  the  Schmidt  house, 
we  go  on  high  alert. 

I  don't  know  too  many  other 
families  who  have  mastered  the 
almost  comical,  severe-weather 


ritual.  In  fact,  growing  up  in  Tor¬ 
nado  Alley,  I  think  we've  perfected 
it  to  an  art  form. 

Once  the  siren  on  our  weather 
radio  goes  off  my  family  goes  into 
three  different  stages. 

During  stage  one  mom  looks 
worried  and  hovers  near  the  TV, 
dad  stares  at  the  sky  standing 
outside — preferably  as  close  to  the 
danger  area  as  possible,  while  my 
brother  and  I  find  a  middle  ground 
on  the  front  porch. 

During  stage  two,  dad  attempts 
to  act  like  he  knows  what  is  hap¬ 
pening.  Usually  he  drops  phrases 
like  "look  at  that  wall  cloud,"  or 
"wow  that's  a  super  cell,"  to  try 
and  look  like  the  family  meteo¬ 
rologist. 

Stage  two  ends  with  an  abrupt 
"get  in  the  house  those  clouds  are 
rotating." 

Usually  stage  three  is  "head 
for  the  basement,"  but  on  this 
particular  Saturday  stage  three 
became  "let's  run  away  from  the 
tornado." 

Yeah,  I'm  a  member  of  that 
family,  the  family  who  runs  away 
from  a  visible  tornado. 

So  we  drove  70-80  mph  on 
gravel  back  roads  away  from  our 
farm,  me  clutching  my  cat  and  my 
brother  cussing  out  my  parents  for 
deciding  to  leave. 


In  case  you're  wondering,  yes 
the  winds  out  in  front  of  a  tornado 
are  stronger  than  those  near  it.  I 
was  pretty  amazed  that  we  didn't 
blow  away  once  we  hit  the  dust- 
filled  river  bottoms. 

If  that  wasn't  crazy  enough, 
my  neighbor's  story  topped  it. 
Anyone  who  has  lived  near  tor- 
nadic  activity  knows  someone 
who  has  one  of  these  stories.  You 
know  that  one  crazy  neighbor  who 
decided  to  out  run  the  thing  (my 
family)  or  the  other  one  who  rode 
it  out  in  his  truck. 

My  neighbor's  friend,  ironi¬ 
cally  named  Radar,  was  driving  to 
his  home  while  the  tornado  was  on 
the  ground. 

Despite  seeing  the  tornado  he 
continued  on,  and  actually  ran  out 
of  gas  with  the  tornado  is  literally 
50  feel  away.  So  the  tornado  comes, 
spins  his  truck  around  a  few  times, 
dien  passes  on  leaving  only  a  few 
dents  and  scratches. 

Radar  survives  this  encounter 
and  I  can  only  assume  he  spent 
the  rest  of  his  Easter  weekend 
bragging  how  he  survived  one  of 
Mother  Nature's  most  dangerous 
storms. 

Stories  like  that  are  just  too 
good  to  be  fiction. 

1  can't  wait  for  tornado  sea¬ 
son. 
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In  response  to  "O'Grady  leads 
way  in  victory" 

Michelle 
Posted  2/25/07 

I  saw  the  game  against  Fort 
Hays  on  Feb.  24  and  Katie  O'Grady 
was  on  fire  along  with  some  of  her 
other  team  members.  I  know  that 
that  team  will  miss  her  when  she 
leaves  this  year.  I  also  went  to  the 
Bearcats  basketball  camp  and  she 
was  there  so  I  got  to  meet  her.  It 
was  pretty  cool. 

GO  CATS!!! 

In  response  to  "Editor  displeased 
with  snow  removal" 


Maryville  citizen 
Posted  2/15/07 

I  challenge  you  to  spend  one 
day  as  a  Maryville  Street  Crew 
worker.  While  you  are  safe  and 
warm  at  your  house,  thinking 
about  whether  or  not  you  will 
have  school  the  next  day,  or  fast 
asleep,  street  department  crews 
are  out  all  night  long,  attempting 
to  clean  the  roads  as  the  snow 
continues  to  fall.  I  thank  the  street 
crews  for  making  it  possible  to 
drive  in  this  town  following  a 
storm,  at  the  hard  work  they  do, 
the  lack  of  sleep  they  get.  They  are 


often  taken  for  granted! 

LaRee 

Posted  2/21/07 

I  read  your  editorial,  knowing 
that  you  must  be  a  younger  person 
and  think  that  the  world  revolves 
around  you,  but  I  received  the 
phone  call  from  the  University  at 
4  a. m.  for  my  husband  to  drive 
15  miles  into  Maryville  to  push 
snow  at  the  University,  he  was 
gone  before  4:30  a.m.  He  had  no 
problems  scooping  the  snow  off 
his  car  and  driving  on  Highway 
71  to  gel  there.  Maybe  age  is  a 
reason,  maybe  he  knew  that  it  was 


slick  or  maybe  he  just  has  way 
more  knowledge  on  how  to  drive 
in  Missouri.  He  did  not  get  home 
that  day  until  after  5  p.m.,  so  he 
was  working  from  4:40  a.m.  to  4:30 
p.m.,  12  hours,  and  then  you  com¬ 
plain.  It's  time  to  grow  up  and  put 
on  the  big  girl  panties  now. 


CAMPUSTAL& 

What  do  you  think  about  fad  diets? 


"It's  a  quick  way  to 
lose  weight,  but  as 
soon  as  you  stop  the 
weight  comes  back," 

Amber  Barr 

Ducidmg 


"I  think  they  are 
awesome," 

Adrean  Lalrell 

Bioldgy/hychtAxjy 


"You  have  to  work 
out  for  any  diet  to 
work," 

Stacey  Herzog 

S/Hfoch  Cowniuiilculkin 


"No  diets  work  for 
me," 

Vandrae  Fox 

Alhlolic  Mcuhultng 


"They  are  stupid 
and  pointless," 
Karly  Stowarl 

Ebmvnfiy  Edix.ahun 
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SHERIFF'SDEPARTMENT 
Jan.  9 

■  Worth  subject  reported  someone 
had  stolen  items  from  his  residence, 
which  is  under  construction 

Feb.  3 

■  Pickering  subject  reported  identity 
theft 

Feb.  13 

■  John  Pitts,  32,  Marium,  was 
arrested  for  non-support 

Feb.  15 

■William  McElroy,  20,  Burling¬ 
ton  Jet,  was  arrested  for  failure  to 
appear 

■Tommy  Deardorff,  41,  Parnell, 
was  arrested  for  failure  to  appear 

Feb.  16 

■Tony  Cox,  27,  Roeland  Park,  was 
arrested  for  driving  while  revoked 

Feb.  17 

■Officers  reported  to  a  domestic  call 
in  Guilford 

■Maryville  subject  reported  a  bur¬ 
glary  at  a  business  in  Maryville. 
■Officers  responded  to  a  burglary 
at  the  North  Nodaway  School  in 
Hopkins 

Feb.  20 

■St.  Joseph  subject  reported  burglary 
to  a  property  in  Burlington  Jet. 

PUBLICSAFETY 

Feb.  16 

■  Lost  or  stolen  properly,  ongoing 
investigation,  700  block  S.  Main 

■  Failure  to  stop  for  school  bus, 
ongoing  investigation,  2000  block 
N.  Main 

Feb.  17 

■  Larceny  from  a  business,  ongoing 
investigation,  700  block  S.  Main 

Feb.  20 

■Laron  D.  Council,  20,  Maryville, 
receiving  stolen  goods,  900  block 
College  Avc. 

■Harvey  R.  Alexander,  Jr.,  21, 

Kansas  City,  failure  to  appear,  400 
block  N.  Market 

Feb.  21 

■Charles  A.  Haynes,  24,  Maryville, 
no  valid  driver's  license,  failure  to 
maintain  financial  responsibility,  600 


block  N.  Saunders 

■Dallas  J.  Flynn,  22,  Maryville, 
driving  while  suspended,  equipment 
violation,  300  block  W.  Seventh 
■Andrew  L.  Greiner,  22,  Omaha, 
DWI,  equipment  violation,  100  block 
W.  Ninth 

■Jason  L.  Wilmes,  35,  Skidmore, 
exceeded  posted  speed  limit,  200 
block  N.  Country  Club 
it! Derek  A.  Anderson,  17,  St. 
Joseph,  disorderly  conduct,  1600 
block  S.  Main 

Feb.  22 

■Second-degree  burglary,  ongoing 
investigation,  300  block  E.  Eighth 

Feb.  23 

■  Andrew  C.  Schoeneck,  20, 

Maryville,  MIP,  200  block  E.  Halsey 
■Terry  D.  Calvin,  19,  Maryville, 
DWI,  driving  while  suspended, 
failure  to  display  lighted  headlamps, 
100  block  S.  Dewey 

■  First-degree  property  damage, 
ongoing  investigation,  300  block 
Larry  Lane 

■  Lost  or  stolen  plates,  ongoing 
investigation,  1900  block  Walton 
Bend 

Feb.  25 

■  Spencer  A.  McGinncss,  18, 
Maryville,  MIP, *100  block  N.  Vine 

■  Kevin  B.  Hiatt,  19,  Maryville; 
Chad  Winters,  20,  Maryville; 
Anthony  Davidson,  20,  Maryville; 
Josh  Thurman,  19,  Maryville,  permit¬ 
ting  a  peace  disturbance,  200  block 
E.  First 

■  Michael  P.  Wilmes,  29,  Lees 
Summit,  driving  while  suspended, 
1200  block  E.  Third 

■  Michele  R.  Hastings,  23, 

Maryville,  driving  while  suspended, 
failure  to  stop  at  posted  stop  sign, 
1600  block  N.  College  Dr. 

Feb.  26 

■Travis  E.  Carroll,  23,  Maryville, 
failure  to  appear,  400  block  N.  Mar¬ 
ket 

Feb.  27 

■John  Coffey,  Harrisonville,  code 
violation,  600  block  N.  Main 

ACCIDENTS 

Feb.  14 

■Christopher  J.  Woodland,  20, 

Maryville,  collided  with  Teresa  J. 


Hayes,  31,  Maryville.  Woodland 
was  cited  for  careless  and  imprudent 
driving. 

Feb.  19 

■Adeejah  V.  Denham,  Maryville, 
and  Katie  L.  Harmon,  Maryville, 
collided  in  the  700  block  of  W.  Fourth 
St.  Denham  was  cited  for  failure  to 
yield  from  a  stop  sign  and  Harmon 
was  cited  for  failure  to  show  proof 
of  insurance. 

Feb.  20 

■Jamie  L.  Grimes,  43,  Bolckow, 
and  Wanda  S.  Bloom,  45,  Concep¬ 
tion  Jet.,  collided  at  E.  South  Avenue 
and  Business  Hwy.  71. 

Feb.  23 

■Daniel  L.  Street,  21,  Maryville, 
and  Nicholas  J.  Wray,  25,  Pick¬ 
ering,  collided  at  E.  Third  and  N. 
Newton.  Street  was  cited  for  careless 
and  imprudent  driving. 

OBITUARIES 

Margeory  "Marge"  Lemley 
Sumner,  94,  died  Monday,  Feb.  26, 
2007  at  the  Carriage  Square  Health 
Care  Center. 

Born  Dec.14, 1912,  in  Whitesville, 
Mo„  she  was  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Elmer  &  Rachel  (Murry)  Wiley. 

She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her 
first  husband,  Herman  H.  Lemley 
and  her  second  husband,  Emory 
Sumner. 

She  was  a  homemaker. 

She  is  survived  by  her  caretaker, 
and  special  friend,  Marjorie  K.  Violett 
and  husband  Bill,  St.  Joseph,  step¬ 
son,  Darryl  Sumner,  High  Point, 
N.C.,  sister,  Fern  Paxton,  Kansas  City, 
Kan.,  brother,  George  Wiley,  Savan¬ 
nah,  Okla.  She  is  survived  by  many 
nieces  and  nephews. 

Graveside  services  will  be  held 
at  11  a.m.,  on  Friday,  March  2,  at  the 
Darlington  Cemetery,  Darlington, 
Mo.  There  will  be  no  formal  visita¬ 
tion  but  friends  may  call  between  the 
hours  of  9  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  on  Thurs¬ 
day  at  the  Danfelt  Funeral  Home. 

Judy  Jean  (Newton)  Flynn, 

73,  St  Joseph  died  Monday,  Feb.  26, 
2007  at  Heartland  Regional  Medical 
Center,  St  Joseph. 

Judy  was  born  Aug.  10,  1933 
in  Skidmore,  Mo,  the  daughter  of 
Myron  and  Jessie  (Dawson)  Newton. 


She  was  a  graduate  of  Skidmore 
High  School  and  married  Robert 
Flynn  Jan.  1, 1974  in  Skidmore. 

A  retired  cook  for  the  St  Joseph 
State  Hospital,  Judy  was  a  member 
of  the  Skidmore  Christian  Church, 
Skidmore. 

She  was  preceded  in  death  by 
her  husband:  Robert  Flynn  (Nov. 
20,  2002);  parents  brothers:  Homer, 
R.G."Zeke,"  George,  Myron  and  Fred 
Newton  and  sisters:  Beth  Bonner, 
Dixie  Collin  and  Leona  Newton. 

Survivors  include  her  brother: 
James  "Hooker"  Newton,  Skidmore 
and  sisters:  Mary  Johnson,  Skidmore; 
Lou  Diggs,  Skidmore  and  Inez  Boyer, 
St  Joseph;  nieces  and  nephews. 

Judy's  body  was  cremated  and  a 
memorial  services  will  be  held  later 
in  the  year. 

Ashley  Nichole  Dew,  6,  of 

Pickering,  died  Thursday,  Feb.  22, 
2007  at  the  St.  Francis  Hospital, 
Maryville. 

Born  on  Dec.6,  2000  in  Kansas 
City,  she  was  the  daughter  of  Garry 
Allan  and  Tina  Ann  Dew  of  Picker¬ 
ing. 

She  was  a  kindergarten  student 
at  the  North  Nodaway  R-6  Elemen¬ 
tary  School,  Pickering. 

Ashley  loved  playing  with  her 
sister  Emily  and  friends,  purple 
was  her  favorite  color  and  she  loved 
pigs,  especially  "Piggy"  and  her  cat 
"Sally." 

In  addition  to  her  parents,  she 
is  survived  by  her  loving  twin  sis¬ 
ter  Emily  Rose  Dew,  of  the  home, 
paternal  grandparents,  Larry  and 
Carolyn  Dew,  Pickering,  maternal 
grandparents.  Jay  and  Dyann  Roz- 
ema,  Hamiliton,  Ohio,  maternal  great 
grandmother,  Jean  Gibbs,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio.  Uncles  and  aunts,  Troy 
Dew,  Kansas  City,  Scott  and  Angela 
Dew,  Smithville,  Darin  and  Holly 
Mills,  Linden,  Iowa,  Stefany  Prindle, 
Hamilton,  cousins,  Alexis  Prindle 
and  Ava  Mills. 

Funeral  Services  were  held  Tues¬ 
day,  Feb.  27,  at  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  Final  resting  place  will  be  in 
the  Miriam  Cemetery,  Maryville. 

The  family  has  requested  the 
omission  of  flowers  and  that  memo¬ 
rial  donations  in  Ashley's  name 
be  made  to  the  Ronald  McDonald 
Flouse  or  the  North  Nodaway  Ele¬ 
mentary  School  Success  Program. 


students 

'change' 


-SCHOOL  NEWS 

Local 
make 

By  Nichole  Unger 
Missourian  Reporter 

Local  students  and  teachers  are 
raising  money  for  a  disease  that 
plagues  people  nationwide  and 
right  at  home. 

Maryville  Middle  School  stu¬ 
dents  have  been  participating  in 
"Pennies  for  Patients,"  raising 
money  for  the  Leukemia  and  Lym¬ 
phoma  Society. 

Since  a  fellow  student  and 
teacher  have  both  suffered  from 
a  form  of  the  disease,  Maryville 
Middle  School  Principal  Kevin 
Pitts  decided  to  go  ahead  with  the 
program. 

"It  doesn't  take  a  lot  of  time 
but  is  something  that  will  hopefully 
make  a  difference,"  Pitts  said. 

The  program  ran  from  Feb. 
5  through  Feb.  23.  Students  at 
the  middle  schools  were  divided 
into  multiple  advisory  classes, 
consisting  of  12-15  students.  Each 
advisory  class  was  responsible  for 
collecting  their  own  money. 

Each  day  the  students  would 
bring  in  their  money  and  turn  it 
into  their  advisory  teacher. 

"It  was  really  fun  for  the  kids. 
They  would  get  to  graph  out  the 
change  each  day  on  the  Coin-O- 
Meter  using  highlighters  and  dif¬ 
ferent  colors,"  Sixth-grade  teacher 
Kerry  Wilmes  said. 

Not  only  does  this  teach  stu¬ 


dents  to  do  some  good  and  raise 
money  for  a  good  cause,  it  also 
teaches  them  math  skills.  The  stu¬ 
dents  were  responsible  for  count¬ 
ing  their  own  money  each  day. 

Paper  money,  checks  and 
change  were  all  accepted  from 
the  students.  Each  day  after  the 
students  had  graphed  out  their 
amount,  a  student  would  take  the 
change  and  dump  it  into  a  huge 
bucket  in  the  office.  Office  assis¬ 
tants  also  brought  in  their  spare 
change  to  dump  in  the  bucket.  This 
was  a  school  wide  project. 

The  office  counted  up  and 
announced  which  class  had  col¬ 
lected  the  most  money  on  Tuesday, 
that  way  students  had  three  days 
to  try  to  beat  the  other  advisory 
classes  that  were  closest  to  their 
total. 

Eighth  grader  Dylan  Feighert 
is  in  one  of  the  classes  that  were 
ahead  as  of  last  Tuesday.  Feighert's 
advisory  class  had  collected  $170. 

"It  was  really  exciting  to  see 
how  much  money  we  had  raised," 
said  Feighert. 

The  two  winning  classes  and 
the  grand  total  collected  will  be 
announced  Thursday,  March  4,  at 
the  Character  Assembly.  The  last 
time  they  counted  the  totals,  they 
were  just  under  $800.  The  two  win¬ 
ning  classes  will  get  a  pizza  party 
together  in  appreciation  for  all  their 
hard  work. 
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DRAG:  Com  mon  Ground  hosts 
show  to  raise  money,  awareness 


pKolo  hy  mife  tiyo  t  photography  editor 


KILEY  KELLEY,  also  known  as  Katlnka  Kelley  (stage  name),  gets  his  makeup 
done  before  the  beginning  of  Friday  night’s  drag  show  held  in  the  J.W.  Jones 
Student  Union  Ballroom.  There  were  n  total  of  seven  performers  that  danced  and 
lip-synched  to  chosen  songs. 


continued  from  A1 

Christina  Aguilera,  and  "Survivor," 
by  Destiny's  Child,  in  a  nearly  sold- 
out  show. 

One  Northwest  student  and 
Common 
Ground  presi¬ 
dent,  C  ob  y 
Shepard,  per¬ 
formed  and 
while  the  rest 
of  the  perform¬ 
ers  were  pro¬ 
fessional  drag 
queens  from  St. 

Joseph.  During 
each  number, 
audience  members  were  encour¬ 
aged  to  tip  additional  proceeds  for 
St.  Jude's. 

Many  of  the  performers  dress 
in  drag  as  a  way  to  explore  another 
identity  for  even  just  a  few  nights 
a  year. 

"It's  fun  pretending  to  be  some¬ 
one  else,"  said  Kiley  Kelley,  who 
goes  by  the  stage  name  Kalinka 
Kelley  and  Missouri  Western  State 
University  student.  "You  can  do 
whatever  you  want.  You  can  be  a 
huge  bitch." 


Common  Ground  member 
Rachel  Brooks  helped  with  the 
drag  show  every  year  she's  been 
at  Northwest  and  loves  the  cama¬ 
raderie  the  event  promotes. 

"It  gives  us  a  sense  of  unity," 
Brooks  said.  "It 
shows  we  are 
all  the  same  and 
accepted.  We 
just  want  to  have 
a  good  time." 

Some  North¬ 
west  students, 
like  Northwest 
junior  Tim  Ros- 
son,  attended 
the  drag  show 
to  support  the  gay,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  community  at  Northwest 
and  to  see  friends  perform. 

"It's  a  big  thing  a  lot  of  people 
have  never  been  to  and  it  can  be  a 
culture  shock,"  Rosson  said.  "It's 
a  way  to  clear  up  a  lot  of  the  bad 
stereotypes  that  are  out  there  about 
this  type  of  thing." 

Common  Ground  also  pro¬ 
vided  information  on  safer  sex 
and  oral  HIV  tests,  as  well  as  door 
prizes  from  Beach  Tanning  and 
Wal-Mart's  Smart  Style  Salon. 
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"It  gives  us  a  sense  of 
unity.  It  shows  we  are  all 
the  same  and  accepted," 

-Rachel  Brooks, 
Common  Ground  member 


MAN:  Freelance  journalist  to  discuss  controversial  experiment 
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"1  think  it's  not  exactly  fair,  but 
it’s  a  good  experiment  to  be  done," 
Coronado  said.  "It  makes  people 
think."  Coronado  is  planning  to 
attend  Vincent's  lecture. 

Vincent  has  also  written  for  The 
New  York  Times,  The  Village  Voice  and 
The  Neio  Republic.  Immediately  prior 
to  her  year  in  disguise,  she  was  a 
nationally  syndicated  opinion  colum¬ 
nist  for  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 

According  to  the  first  chapter  of 
her  book,  she  was  inspired  to  disguise 
herself,  and  wrote  the  novel  based  on 
n  prior  experience  in  drag. 


A  friend,  who  had  been  dressing 
up  as  a  man  for  years,  dared  Vincent 
to  join  her.  She  showed  the  author 
how  to  make  facial  hair  by  cutting 
off  small,  unnoticeable  parts  of  her 
own  hair. 

It  was  this  first  time  in  drag,  in 
New  York  City,  when:  Vincent  discov¬ 
ered  one  major  difference  when  she 
walked  down  the  street  ns  a  man.  As 
a  woman,  she  was  frequently  stared 
down  by  men  on  stoops  and  in  door¬ 
ways,  when  walking  on  the  sidewalk. 
However,  ns  a  man,  the  same  people 
would  make  eye  contact,  and  then 
look  away.  This  change  in  respect  was 
partially  what  motivated  Vincent. 


"After  the  whole  incident  had 
blown  over,  I  started  thinking  that  if  in 
such  a  short  time  in  drag  I  had  learned 
such  an  important  secret  about  the 
way  males  and  females  communicate 
with  each  other,  and  about  the  unspo¬ 
ken  codes  of  male  experience,  then 
couldn't  I  potentially  observe  much 
more  about  the  social  differences 
between  the  sexes  if  I  passed  as  a  man 
for  a  much  longer  period  of  time?" 
wrote  Vincent  in  her  book. 

Even  though  this  idea  intrigued 
Vincent,  she  wasn't  brave  enough  to 
act  upon  it.  But  after  watching  a  real¬ 
ity  show  where  contestants  paraded 
as  the  opposite  sex  and  failed,  she 


decided  to  go  for  it.  So  in  2003,  she 
gave  herself  some  facial  hair,  a  crew 
cut  and  glasses,  and  became  Ned. 

Brittanie  Marlin,  a  psychology 
major  who  also  plans  on  attending 
the  event,  said  she  is  excited  to  hear 
Vincent's  story.  Though  it  may  be 
controversial,  she  said  it  was  good  to 
inform  people  on  what  Vincent  has 
learned. 

"College  isn't  just  about  educa¬ 
tion,  it's  about  experience,"  Martin 
said. 

More  information  can  be  found 
on  Vincent's  Web  site,  Norahvincent. 
net,  or  by  contacting  the  Campus 
Activities  Office  at  562-1226. 


MAP: Missouri  public  schools  to  require  new  test  as  exit  exam 
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The  primary  benefit  of  the  tests 
includes  clarity  in  content  and 
expectations  for  tests  and  greater 
clarity  for  teachers  to  prepare  their 
students,  he  said. 

Maryville  educators  knew  a 
change  was  coming,  said  Janet  Jelav- 
ich,  Maryville  High  School  English 
department  chair.  However,  they 
thought  that  the  ACT  was  going  to 
replace  MAP  tests. 

"Most  people  were  surprised  on 
Feb.  20  when  the  slate  announced 
that  they  were  having  end  of  course 
exams.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see 


what  it  will  be  like  two  years  from 
now,"  Jeiavich  said. 

Many  people  were  unhappy 
with  MAP  tests,  she  said.  There  are 
no  incentives  for  students  to  do  well 
on  the  tests,  so  the  schools  had  to 
create  their  own. 

Maryville  High  School  created 
a  popcorn  and  movie  party  as  an 
incentive  for  their  students,  she 
said.  If  students  do  well  on  the  test, 
they  will  get  popcorn  and  a  movie 
one  afternoon  a  week,  every  week 
after  the  test.  The  faculty  look  at  the 
rough  drafts  of  the  "performance 
essays"  to  decide  who  gets  to  par¬ 
ticipate. 


Some  of  the  incentives  of  the  end 
of  course  exams  will  include  the  test 
counting  as  lOpercentofa  student's 
grade;  however,  they  don't  know  yet 
if  it  will  count  towards  10  percent  of 
the  semester  grade  or  10  percent  of 
the  total  grade,  she  said. 

In  addition  to  teaching  at 
Maryville  High  School,  Jeiavich 
used  to  be  a  MAP  test  grader.  She 
was  trained  for  four  days  and  graded 
essays  for  three  more.  Jeiavich  has 
tried  to  learn  the  content  so  she  can 
teach  it  to  her  students. 

"It  was  difficult  for  students 
to  get  a  top  score  on  the  essay  por¬ 
tion.  They  couldn't  even  show  us 


an  example  of  a  five-point  essay," 
Jeiavich  said. 

MAP  tests  went  from  a  five- 
point  scale  to  a  four-point  scale  in 
English,  she  said.  The  teachers  were 
just  at  the  point  of  being  happy  with 
the  results  and  now  DESE  is  chang¬ 
ing  it  again.  The  change  is  negative 
in  some  ways;  however,  it  will  be 
positive  to  have  end  of  term  tests 
with  incentives,  Jeiavich  said. 

"There  are  more  questions  than 
positives.  Why  would  we  require  a 
test  that  we  haven't  seen?  Now  we 
have  to  align  every  school's  curricu¬ 
lum  and  put  the  tests  in  effect  within 
the  next  two  years,"  Jeiavich  said. 


TRANS  FAT:  Campus  dining 
switches  to  healthier  fryer  oi 


continued  from  A1 

so  it's  still  not  on  the  good  list  but 
it  is  better  than  it  was.  Moderation 
is  always  the  key." 

Beacom  said  the  company 
announced  the  changes  Jan.  1  and 
that  ARAMARK's  goal  is  to  switch 
over  all  areas  by  the  end  of  March. 

The  Northwest  campus  started 
switching  over  by  the  first  week  of 
February,  Beacom  said.  Northwest 
has  been  completely  trans  fat  free 


since  the  second  week  of  Febru¬ 
ary. 

So  far  Beacom  said  campus 
dining  has  heard  from  a  variety  of 
sources  including  faculty,  staff  and 
students  that  they  are  happy  about 
the  switch. 

"I  think  it's  great  that  we  did 
it,"  Beacom  said.  "I  think  it's  good 
that  ARAMARK  tries  to  be  consci¬ 
entious  of  what  their  customers 
want  and  in  this  case  1  think  they 
did  the  right  thing." 


* 

Rcif  se  the  r oo  f  on 
your  career 


We’re  hiring  talented  people  for  our  new 
Customer  Care  Center  in  St.  Louis! 

Want  to  get  your  career  off  to  a  great  start?  Then  check  us  out  at 

americanfamilyinsurance.jobs 
or  text  A^FAM  to  78247 


Health  Morkot 
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We  strive  to  carry  a  variety 
of  natural,  organic  and 


The  Little  Store 
in  the  Corner! 
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products.  Our  100%  organic 
foods  are  certified  and  our 
"natural"  foods  are  just 
that!!  Skip  the  High  Fructose 
Corn  Syrup,  Hydrogenated 
oils,  artificial  colors  and 
preservatives.  We  feature 
products  made  with 
expressed  oils,  evaporated 
cane  juice  vs.  refined  sugar 
and  sea  salt  instead  of 
table  salts.  Our  specialty 
foods  seem  endless/with 
a  large  selection  of 
allergen-free  foods,  ethnic 
choices  and  vegetarian 
Items.  Special  request  are 
always  welcome  and  we 
can  usually  have  It  within 
1  on  weeks  I 


1217  S.  Main  Maryville,  MO 
660.582.2191 
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2  for  MIAA 
brackets  and  MIAA 
conference  honors. 
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Girls  upset  No.  2  Trenton 


Maryville  pulls  off  first-round  district  shocker 


By  Sam  Robinson 
Chief  Reporter 

With  March  madness  on  the  hori¬ 
zon,  the  Maryville  girls'  basketball  team 
is  trying  on  its  own  glass  slipper. 

Upon  entering  districts  as  the  lowest 
seed,  the  5-18  Spoofhounds  played  the 
Cinderella  role  by  upsetting  second- 
seeded  Trenton  (12-12),  54-49,  Monday 
night. 

Despite  enduring  a  season  with 
multiple  seven-game  losing  streaks, 
coach  Grant  Hageman  is  seeing  his 
'Hounds  play  their  best  basketball  when 
it  counts. 

"They  could  have  given  up  a  long 
time  ago  when  we  were  2-18,"  Hage¬ 
man  said.  "It  doesn't  surprise  me  with 


these  girls.  Every  practice  we  have  is 
better  than  the  one  before.  We  have 
improved  so  much  towards  the  end  of 
the  season." 

Up  6-5,  midway  through  the  first 
period,  the  under¬ 
dog  gave  the  favor¬ 
ite  an  old  school 
hoops  lesson. 

The  'Hounds 
patiently  whipped 
the  ball  around  the 
frontcourt,  finding 
several  close,  open 
looks  and  out-hustled  the  Bulldogs  in 
the  backcourt,  forcing  many  steals  dur¬ 
ing  a  12-0  run. 

Maryville's  precision  offense  was  in 
direct  contrast  to  Trenton's  new  school 


offensive  strategy  of  relying  almost 
solely  on  the  3-pointor. 

The  second  half  saw  the  'Hounds'13- 
point  lead  diminish  when  the  Bulldog 
bombs  began  to  fall.  By  the  fourth  quar¬ 
ter,  the  gafne  was  up 
for  grabs. 

Freshman  Mer- 
idee  Scott  saw  the 
nerves  getting  to  her 
team  as  their  lead 
dwindled. 

"We played  really 
good,  (throughout 
the  game)  but  we  did  get  a  little  bit 
nervous  late,"  Scott  said.  "We  just  tried 
to  keep  it  cool." 

Scott  played  it  the  coolest  by  sink¬ 
ing  two  consecutive  mid-range  jumpers 


to  put  Maryville  up  by  six,  and  sealed 
a  semifinal  birth  by  hitting  four  free 
throws  in  the  final  two  minutes. 

"She  is  a  great  late-game  player 
because  she  is  a  phenomenal  free-throw 
shooter,"  Hageman  said.  "As  a  coach, 
you  almost  feel  like  it's  an  automatic 
two  points,  if  she  doesn't  hit  those  shots, 
we  probably  don't  win  tonight." 

Scott  notched  a  career-high  19  points 
while  senior  post  player  Jaclyn  Guess 
led  the  charge  on  the  glass  by  pacing 
the  team  in  rebounds  and  scoring  all  of 
her  16  points  from  the  paint. 

Maryville,  now  on  a  three-game 
winning  streak,  faced  No.  3  seed 
Brookfield  on  Wednesday  night  in  the 
semifinals,  (results  not  available  at 
press  time). 

If  the  Cinderella  run  continues,  the 
'Hounds  could  face  top-seeded  host 
school  Bishop-LeBlond  in  the  finals  at 
7  p.m.  Friday. 


For  Wednesday's  District 
game  update,  check  out 

Nwmissourinews.com 
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MARYVILLE  SPOOFHOUND  sophomore  Erica  Espey  alms 
for  the  basket  against  two  Trenton  defenders  during  Monday 
night's  game  held  at  Bishop  LoBlond  High  School.  Maryville 
beat  Trenton  54-49. 


MIAA  CHAMPIONSHIPS 


WITHIN  REACH 

Both  teams  take  on  Missouri  Southern 
in  the  MIAA  Conference  Tournament 


Men  hope  to 
avoid  upset 


By  Brett  Barger 
University  Sports  Editor 


A: 


ANDY 
PETERSON 
AND  LAUREN 
WILLIAMS 
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fter  locking  up  the  No.  1  seed  in 
the  MIAA  tournament,  the  North¬ 
-west  men's  basketball  team  sets 
its  sights  on  not  only  a  tournament  champion¬ 
ship,  but  also  a  No.  1  seed  in  the  South  Central 
Regional. 

With  Southeastern  Oklahoma  State  holding 
the  No.  1  seed,  Northwest  and  Central  Missouri, 
sitting  two  and  three,  respectively,  still  have  a 
chance  to  host  the  regional.  Due  to  lack  of  hotel 
space,  Southeastern  Oklahoma  State  cannot 
host  the  regional,  should  they  retain  the  top 
spot.  It's  widely  speculated  that  whoever 
lasts  longer  in  the  tournament  will  host  the 
regional. 

"We  want  to  win  another  conference  cham¬ 
pionship.  If  we  take  care  of  business,  we  have 
a  chance  to  host  regionals,"  Hunter  Henry  said. 
"We  want  to  go  down  there  (Kansas  City)  and 
just  keep  building.  Especially  our  defense." 

Defense  has  been  the  name  of  the  game 
as  Northwest  opens  the  tournament  at  noon 
today  against  Missouri  Southern.  The  Bearcats 
finished  the  regular  season  allowing  the 
fewest  points  per  game  (59.2)  and  the  low¬ 
est  shooting  percentage  (.403)  in  the  MIAA. 
Southern  is  coming  off  a  win  agaiast  Missouri 
Western  in  a  game  where  both  teams  needed  a  win  to  secure  the  eighth  and 
final  spot  in  the  tournament.  Southern  owns  a  1-1  record  against  the  'Cats. 


see  MEN'S  on  B4 
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Women  face 
must-win  games 
in  tournament 


By  Cali  Arnold 
Community  Sports  Editor 

A  10-8  record  in  the  MIAA  was 
good  enough  for  the  North¬ 
west  women  to  make  the 
conference  tournament. 

However,  one  question  still  remains: 

Is  a  17-10  record  overall  good  enough  to 
make  the  region? 

The  MIAA  championship  this  weekend 
will  make  that  decision.  No.  4  Northwest 
takes  on  No.  5  Missouri  Southern  at  2:15 
p.m.,  Friday,  at  Municipal  Auditorium  in 
Kansas  City. 

Northwest  head  coach  Gene  Steinmeyer 
said  his  prediction  of  a  5-2  record  through  the 
month  of  February  came  true,  but  it  could  have 
been  better  to  help  secure  a  spot  in  the  postseason 
tournament. 

"It  wasn't  perfect.  Six-and-one  would  have 
locked  us  into  the  region,  but  it  was  good  enough  to 
keep  us  around,"  Steinmeyer  said.  "You  never  know 
what  the  committee's  thinking,  but  in  my  mind  we're 
really  one  win  away  from  having  a  great  chance  of 
making  the  region." 

As  of  press  time,  Northwest  was  ranked  No.  8 
in  the  South  Central  region.  MIAA  opponents  Mis¬ 
souri  Western,  Washburn  and  Emporia  State  were  ranked  No. 

1,  3  and  4,  respectively.  Sixty-four  teams  will  advance  to  the  Division  11 
championships,  with  the  conference  tournament  champions  receiving 
automatic  bids. 

see  WOMEN'S  onB4 


Men's 
seed  in 
tournament 


Women's 
seed  in 
tournament 


Straight 
conference 
tournaments 
for  men 


Straight 
conference 
tournaments 
for  women 


Northwest 
athletes  to  win 
postseason 
MIAA  honors 
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'Hounds 
fall  short 
in  finale 
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MARYVILLE  SPOOFHOUND  Adam 
Mattson  does  his  best  to  gain  control 
of  the  ball  against  Plattsburg’s  Taylor 
Davis  during  Tuesday's  game.  The 
Tigers  defeated  the  Hounds  55-44. 

By  Scott  Levine 
Asst.  Sports  Editor 

Holding  a  15-6  first  quarter 
lead,  Plattsburg  seemed  poised  for 
an  easy  first  round  district  victory 
over  the  Maryville  boys'  basketball 
team.  However,  the  'Hounds  had  a 
different  plan. 

Maryville  entered  the  halftime 
break  with  a  three-point  advantage 
before  surrendering  the  lead  for 
good  in  the  third  quarter  as  Platts¬ 
burg  advanced  with  a  55-44  victory. 
The  Tigers  square  off  against  Bishop 
LeBlond,  Thursday,  in  St.  Joseph. 

'Hounds  head  coach  Mike 
Kuwitzky  seemed  pleased  with  the 
team's  comeback. 

"I  thought  we  did  a  great  job 
of  coming  back,"  Kuwtizky  said. 
"We  were  a  little  nervous  in  the  first 
quarter;  but  then  (Plattsburg)  started 
missing  some  shots  and  we  got  some 
breaks." 

After  Andy  Walter  drained  a  3- 
pointer  45  seconds  into  the  game,  the 
'Hounds  went  scoreless  for  almost 
seven  minute:..  During  that  period, 
the  Tigers  frantic  pressure  helped 
tally  a  15-0  run. 

Senior  Dequince  Atkinson  netted 
seven  points  during  the  run,  with 
six  of  those  points  spanned  over  a 
minute. 

"We  were  prepared  well,  but 
(Plattsburg' s)  fast  break  really  hurt 
us,"  Kuwitzky  said.  "1  thought  we 
contained  Atkinson  well,  but  when 
he  gets  into  the  open  court,  it's  hard 
to  stop  him,” 

Atkinson,  along  with  fellow 
senior  Ryan  Green,  got  into  early  foul 
trouble  limiting  their  involvement  in 
the  second  quarter. 

see  BOYS  on  B2 


MIAA  MEN'S  BRACKET 


MIAA  WOMEN'S  BRACKET 


(1)  Northwest 

[22-5,  15-3  MIAA] 

NOON  MARCH  1  — - — 

(8)  Missouri  Soulherr 
[10-17,  5-13  MIAA] 

NOON  MARCH  3 


(1)  Missouri  Western 
[27-2,  16-2  MIAA] 

NOON  MARCH  2  - 

(8)  Pittsburg  State 
[11-15,  6-12  MIAA] 

6  p.m.  MARCH  3 


(4)  Southwest  Baptist 
[16-11,  10-8  MIAA]  I 

2:15  p.m.  MARCH  1 - — — 

(5)  Pittsburg  Stale 
[16-11,9-9  MIAA] 

1  p.m.  MARCH  4 


(3)  Emporia  State 
[21-6,  12-6  MIAA] 

8:15  p.m.  MARCH  1 _ 

(6)  Truman 
[15-12,  9-9  MIAA] 

2:15  p.m.  MARCH  3 


MIAA  Postseason 
Tournament 
Champions  and 
Automatic  NCAA 
Div.  II  South  Central 
Regional  Berth 


-  (4)  Northwest 

[17-10,  10-8  MIAA] 

2:15  p.m.  MARCH  2 

(5)  Missouri  Soulherr 
[14-12,  7-11  MIAA] 


3:15 


(3)  Emporia  State 
[21-7,  14-4  MIAA] 

8:15  p.m.  MARCH  2 - 

(6)  Central  Missouri 
[14-13,7-11  MIAA] 

8:15  p.m.  MARCH  3 


p.m.  MARCH  4 


MIAA  Postseason 
Tournament 
Champions  and 
Automatic  NCAA 
Div.  II  South  Central 
Regional  Berth 


(2)  Central  Missouri 
[24-3,  15-3  MIAA] 

6  p.m.  MARCH  1 

(7)  Fort  Hays  State 
[13-14,  6-12  MIAA] 


(2)  Washburn 
[24-3,  15-3  MIAA] 

6  p.m.  MARCH  2 

(7)  Southwest  Baptist 
[15-12,7-11  MIAA] 
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MIAA  postseason  honors 


By  Cali  Arnold 
Community  Sports  Editor 

Three  Bearcats  earned  honors  when  the  MIAA 
announced  its  postseason  awards  this  week. 

Junior  Mandi  Schumacher  and  sophomore 
Meghan  Brue  received  honorable  mention,  and 
junior  Lauren  Williams  made  the  All-Defensive 
team. 

"The  Mandi-Meghan  thing,  I  was  really  happy 
to  see  that,"  head  coach  Gene  Steinmeyer  said.  "Our 
team's  so  balanced  that  it's  kind  of  a  crap-shoot 
trying  to  figure  out  who  the  opposing  coaches  will 
vote  for  on  our  team." 

Steinmeyer  said  the  conference's  top  nine 
vote  getters  could  be  All-Americans  in  different 
leagues.  That  heightens  the  value  of  the  honorable 
mention. 

Brue  led  the  'Cats  in  the  regular  seasort  in  field 
goal  percentage  (44.1  percent),  and  played  in  all 
27  games.  She  holds  the  season  free  throws  made 
record  with  120  and  tied  the  most  free  throws  made 
in  a  single  game  record  on  Dec.  30  against  Missouri 
Western,  when  she  made  13. 

Schumacher  led  the  team  this  season  in  both 
scoring  and  rebounding.  She  posted  a  double 
double  five  times  and  is  ranked  11th  in  the  MIAA 
in  scoring  and  eighth  in  rebounding. 

Steinmeyer  said  he  had  no  idea  Williams  .would 
make  the  All-Defensive  team,  but  he  was  pleased 
with  the  outcome. 

"Coaches,  we're  sitting  there  thinking  of  ways 
to  beat  other  team's  defense,  and  sometimes  we 
don't  notice  the  little  things  about  defensive  play¬ 
ers,"  Steinmeyer  said.  "I  was  really  hoping  coaches 
would  notice  her  because  she's  very  deserving  of 
being  in  the  top  five  defensively." 

Williams  started  all  27  games  for  Northwest  this 
season  and  is  second  on  the  team  in  steals  and  fifth 
in  the  conference. 


Meghan  Brue 

hbnorable  Mention 


Mandi  Schumacher 

Honorable  Mention 


Lauren  Williams 

All  Defensive  Team 
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Thursdays  at  the  Union 


Sponsored  by 


March  1st  -  Poker  Night 

Tower  View  Room 
9:00pm  -  12:00am 

March  8th-  Movie  Night  (Talladega  Nights) 
Boardroom 
10:00pm  -  12:00am 

March  15,h- Bingo 

Tower  View  Room 
; ,  v  .  10:00pm  -  12:00am 

March  29th  -  Roc  The  Rec 

Student  Rec  Center 
10:00pm  -  12:00am 


By  Brett  Barger 
University  Sports  Editor 

It  was  nearly  a  North¬ 
west  sweep  Monday  after¬ 
noon  when  the  MIAA 
announced  its  end  of  sea¬ 
son  awards. 

Sophomore  forward 
Hunter  Henry's  journey 
from  sixth  man  to  starter 
came  full  circle  when  he 
was  selected  as  the  league's 
MVP.  Henry  averaged 
17.7  points  per  game,  7.8 
rebounds  and  shot  58  per¬ 
cent  from  tile  field.  Henry 
is  the  first  Northwest  player 
since  Kelvin  Parker  in  2004 
to  win  the  award  and  the 
fourth  in  school  history. 

Henry  said  he  found 
out  about  the  honor,  just  as 
he  was  leaving  for  practice 
on  Monday. 

"My  mom  called  and 
left  me  a  message  about 
noon.  I  didn't  pick  it  up, 
but  it  ended  up  my  girl¬ 
friend  told  me,"  Henry 
said.  "I  was  getting  ready 
to  go  to  practice  and  she 
was  on  the  computer  and 
screaming  from  the  oilier 
room  and  told  me,  so  that's 
how  I  found  out." 

Northwest  coach  Steve 
Tappmeyer  said  Henry's 
consistency  made  him  a 
well-deserving  choice  for 
MVP. 

"I  can't  remember  a  night  in  the 
MIAA  when  he  had  a  bad  night.  He 
was  always  the  No.  1  guy  on  every 
team's  scouting  report,"  Tappmeyer 
said. 

Tappmeyer,  tabbed  Coach  of 
the  Year  for  the  third  time  in  his 
19  seasons  at  Northwest,  wished 
they  could  change  the  name  of  the 
award. 

"I  think  it's  the  most  mis-named 
award  in  the  world.  It  probably 
should  be  the  'coaching  staff  of  the 


Lance  Sullivan 

Freshman  of  the  Year 


Hunter  Henry 

MIAA  Flayer  of  the  Year 


year'  or  it  should  be 
'the  most  coachable 
players  of  the  year,"' 
Tappmeyer  said. 

Rounding  out  the 
honorees  is  Lance  Sul¬ 
livan,  who  was  named 
the  Freshman  of  the 
Year.  Sullivan  averaged 
11.3  points  per  game 
to  lead  all  freshman 
scorers. 

Sullivan  is  just 
the  second  player  in 
school  history  to  earn 
the  award.  Matt  Redd, 
in  1996,  was’thb'VifhcT 
Bearcat. 

"I  think  it's  rtfeWdf 
a  team  award.  Every 
day,  they  make  me  bet¬ 
ter.  Defensive  wise,  it's 
like  playing  the  No.  1 
team  in  the  conference 
every  day.  It's  big  the 
way  we  come  out  and 
make  everybody  bet¬ 
ter,"  Sullivan  said. 

Theo  Jones  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Missouri  earned 
the  remaining  award 
as  the  defensive  player 
of  the  year. 

While  Henry 
earned  first  team  all¬ 
conference  and  Sullivan 
was  the  only  freshman 
on  the  second  team, 
junior  transfer  John 
Hawkins  made  first 
team  all-defense. 

Before  the  start  of  practice  Mon¬ 
day,  Tappmeyer  gathered  his  team 
at  half-court.  After  announcing 
the  awards,  he  stressed  to  his  team 
the  accolades  were  a  celebration  of 
team  unity. 

"These  awards  are  well  deserved 
and  I  am  pleased  for  all  three  of  the 
players,"  Tappmeyer  said.  "These 
guys  recognize  that  the  awards  were 
based  on  the  team  and  could  not 
have  come  without  the  players  and 
success  around  them." 


Steve  Tappmeyer 

MIAA  Coach  of  the  Year 
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Men  clinch 
share  of  MIAA 

championship 


By  Brett  Barger 
University  Sports  Editor 

At  the  start  of  the  season,  North¬ 
west  coach  Steve  Tappmeyer  said  he’ 
wasn't  sure  if  the  players  he  had  could 
win  a  conference  championship. 

"It  would've  been  hard  to  say 
this  is  a  team  that's  got  a  legit  shot  at 
winning  the  thing  (conference  cham¬ 
pionship),"  Tappmeyer  said. 

After  Northwest  defeated  North¬ 
ern  State  by  28  points  and  Southwest 
Baptist  by  one,  early  in  the  season, 
Tappmeyer  said  he  could  see  the 
potential  of  his  team. 

His  expectations  were  exceeded 
Saturday  night  when  No.  15  North¬ 
west  won  its  11th  MIAA  regular 
season  conference  championship  in 
a  66-40  win  over  Fort  Hays  State  at 
Bearcat  Arena.  It's  Northwest's  first 
conference  championship  since  the 
2001-2002  season  when  they  shared  it 
with  Missouri  Western.  This  season, 
Northwest  (22-5,  15-3  MIAA)  will 
share  the  championship  with  Central 
Missouri,  who  also  finished  15-3  after 
defeating  Washburn,  78-62. 

"The  18-game  conference  sched¬ 
ule  is  a  lough  marathon.  When  you're 
at  the  end  of  it,  it's  a  time  where  you 
take  a  deep  breath  and  realize  you've 
accomplished  something,"  Tapp¬ 
meyer  said  after  winning  his  fourth 
as  Northwest  coach. 

With  Northwest  up  30  points 
with  a  few  minutes  remaining,  for¬ 
ward  Hunter  Henry  said  the  minutes 
couldn't  "go  by  fast  enough." 

"This  is  what  we  played  for  all 
year  and  this  time  we  have  it  and  cut¬ 
ting  those  nets  down  feels  awesome," 


Henry  said.  "It's  something  I've  never 
done  before.  I've  never  been  a  part  of  n 
championship  team  like  this." 

As  the  minutes  licked  away, 
seniors  Reggie  Robinson  and  Vic¬ 
tor  James  were  taken  out  and  met 
with  hugs  from  Tappmeyer.  Both 
players  were  honored  in  a  pre-game 
ceremony. 

"A  conference  championship 
feels  good.  I've  never  experienced  a 
championship  like  this  with  a  group 
of  guys  that  came  together  throughout 
the  whole  season,"  Robinson  said, 
who  finished  with  11  points. 

Fort  Hays  played  like  it  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  lose  after  earning  Lhe  No.  7  seed 
in  the  tournament.  The  Tigers  led  4-3 
and  did  not  lead  again.  Northwest 
went  on  a  40-14  run  to  take  a  44-17 
lead  at  halftime.  Homy  nearly  had  a 
double-double  in  the  first  half  with 
10  points  and  nine  rebounds.  Henry 
finished  with  16  points  and  a  career- 
high  16  rclxiunds. 

While  the  team  celebrates  a  confer¬ 
ence  championship,  James  said  the 
team  "still  has  work  to  do." 

"We  still  have  aspirations,"  James 
said. 

Northwest  enters  the  MIAA  tour¬ 
nament  as  the  No.  1  seed  and  will 
play  Missouri  Southern  at  noon  on 
Thursday  from  Municipal  Auditorium 
in  Kansas  City.  A  tournament  cham¬ 
pionship  could  give  Northwest  a  No. 

1  seed  in  the  South  Central  Regional 
tournament,  which  begins  March  10. 

"1  don't  think  our  job  is  over.  1 
don’t  think  my  basketball  here  at 
Northwest  is  done  and  I  don't  plan 
on  it  being  done  anytime  soon,"  Rob¬ 
inson  said. 


—  FEATURE 

Senior  provides 
'strut'  on  offense 


By  Cali  Arnold 
Community  Sports  Editor 

One  is  the  loneliest  number. 

But  that  doesn't  bother  senior 
Katie  O'Grady  one  bit. 

She  is  the  lone  senior  on  a  North¬ 
west  women's  basketball  team  that 
features  five  juniors  and  four  sopho¬ 
mores.  The  Bearcats  enter  the  MIAA 
tournament  Friday,  and  with  a  regional 
bid  depending  on  how  the  team  fares 
in  the  tournament,  the  senior  could 
possibly  face  her  last  game  as  a  'Cat 
with  the  team's  next  loss. 

"Honestly  I  haven't  really  thought 
about  it  that  much,"  O'Grady  said.  "I 
know  it  will  probably  hit  me  pretty 
hard  after  the  season,  but  I'm  not  trying 
to  really  focus  on  that." 

A  late  addition 

O'Grady  entered  Northwest  after 
spending  her  freshman  season  at 
the  University  of  Nebraska-Kearney, 
where  she  earned  a  letter. 

After  being  recruited  early  by 
Nebraska-Kearney  in  her  high  school 
career  at  Sacred  Heart  in  Nebraska,  the 
Falls  City  native  said  that  was  the  easy 
choice  for  her  from  the  start. 

"Basically  they  (Nebraska-Kear¬ 
ney)  got  a  really  good  jump  start 
and  I  fell  in  love  with  the  program," 
O'Grady  said. 

Even  so,  after  just  one  year  she 
decided  to  transfer.  The  Northwest 
coaches  recruited  her  late  in  her  high 
school  career,  and  had  won  a  confer¬ 
ence  championship  during  her  fresh¬ 
man  year  at  Nebraska-Kearney.  That  is 
what  attracted  her  to  the  program.  . 

"They  were  really  accepting 
and  really  helpful  in  the  transition," 
O'Crady  said.  "It's  been  a  good  pro¬ 
cess  and  I'm  really  happy  that  I  came 
here." 

Steady  improvement 

She  has  only  improved  since  com¬ 
ing  to  Northwest.  As  a  sophomore 
she  played  in  28  games  and  earned  a 
starting  position  in  nine.  She  tallied  29 
three-pointers  and  was  33  percent  from 
behind  lhe  arc.  As  a  junior,  O'Crady 
saw  15  games  as  a  starter  and  made 
41  three-pointers  on  her  way  to  a  36 
percent  a'  erage 

During  her  first  big  game  as  a 
sophomore,  head  women's  coach  Gene 
Steinmeyer  said  men's  coach  Steve 
Tappmeyer  came  up  to  him  and  made 
a  comment  about  O'Crady. 

"You  need  somebody  like  her 


that's  got  a  little  strut  in  her  step," 
he  said. 

She's  proved  him  right  since 
then. 

So  far  her  senior  season  she  has 
made  47  three-pointers  in  27  games, 
with  an  average  of  36  percent.  Six  of 
..  those  came  in  the  victory  against  Fort 
Hays  State  Saturday,  where  the  team 
set  a  school  record  with  14  made. 
O'Grady  had  a  career  high  in  both 
three's  and  points,  scoring  24. 

"It's  storybook.  You  hope  for  that 
from  someone  like  Katie  because 
Katie's  adapted  to  everything  I've 
thrown  at  her,"  Steinmeyer  said. 
"Sometimes  a  player's  biggest  hurdles 
are  the  hurdles  the  coach  throws  at 
them.  She's  never  stumbled  on  one." 

O'Grady  herself  didn't  even  see 
it  coming. 

"I  really  tried  to  look  at  it  as  just 
another  game  because  obviously  it  was 
a  big  win  for  us... but  honestly  it  was 
kind  of  like  a  storybook  ending  here," 
O'Crady  said.  "1  had  a  career  high,  we 
won — it  was  a  pretty  good  feeling." 

When  she  leaves  Northwest 
O'Crady  will  have  left  her  mark.  She 
will  be  in  the  top  five  for  made  three- 
point  field  goals  for  her  career.  She  will 
have  been  on  a  team  that  made  the 
conference  tournament  all  three  years 
she  was  a  member.  However,  she  gives 
much  of  that  credit  to  her  coach. 

"He's  a  fairly  laid  back  coach  who 
will  let  you  play  your  game  as  long 
as  you  don't  try  to  do  too  much," 
O'Grady  said  of  Steinmeyer.  "That's 
definitely  helped  me  relax  and  be  a 
better  player." 

Her  attitude  both  on  and  off  tire 
court  is  what  Steinmeyer  will  most  the 
most  out  of  his  senior. 

"You  can  tell  basketball  really 
matters  to  her,  she  really  cares,"  Stein¬ 
meyer  said.  "Whenever  the  team  loses 
she  doesn't  'strut  her  stuff'  so  to  speak. 
What  happens  with  the  team  really 
matters  to  her." 

With  her  career  coming  to  an  end, 
it's  not  something  she  has  let  herself 
think  about  yet.  She  knows  in  the  end, 
however,  that  it  will  be  hard. 

Through  it  all,  O'Crady  said  her 
experience  at  Northwest  has  been 
awesome. 

"Everybody— the  coaches,  fans, 
teammates— everybody  has  been 
really  really  supportive,"  O'Crady 
said.  "I  couldn't  really  ask  for  a  better 
place  to  finish  my  career." 


SOARING  SULLIVAN 
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Northwest  guard  Lanco  Sullivan  goes  In  for  an  easy  basket  during  Saturday 
night’s  game  against  Fort  Hays  State  held  in  Bearcat  Arena.  Northwest  beat 
Fort  Hays  66-40. 


-NW  BASEBALL 

Error  barrage 
dooms  'Cats 


By  Sam  Robinson 
Chief  Reporter 

Unfortunately  for  the  North¬ 
west  baseball  team,  the  statistic 
epitomizing  the  series  against 
No.  14  West  Florida  lias  been  the 
error. 

In  consecutive  defeats  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  the  Bearcats  (3-3) 
committed  nine  errors,  which  pro¬ 
pelled  the  strong  Argonaut  squad 
to  2-1  and  10-3  victories. 

In  addition  to  the  errors,  the 
team's  inability  to  cross  home 
plate  has  put  them  into  tight  situ¬ 
ations. 

"We're  not  doing  the  job 
defensively,"  coach  Darin  Loesaid. 
"They  put  pressure  on  us  all  night 
and  every  little  mistake  is  ampli¬ 
fied  when  you  don't  score  runs." 

In  game  one  at  Pensacola,  Fla.'s 
Pelican  Park,  the  'Cats  squan¬ 
dered  a  three-hit,  six  inning  per¬ 
formance  by  sophomore  starter 
Danny  Malone  by  committing  six 
errors  and  stranding  14  runners 
on  base. 

The  game  was  still  in  doubt  in 
the  bottom  of  the  sixth  as  Argo¬ 
naut  starter  Jordan  Berry  walked 
three  straight  'Cats,  loading  the 
bases.  But  in  a  complete  reversal 
of  fortune,  Berry  atoned  for  his 
errant  pitches  by  striking  out  the 
side,  ending  the  possibility  for  a 
Bearcat  rally. 

"ii  happens  every  year,"  Loe 
said.  "We're  not  ready  for  quality 
pitching  this  early  in  the  season." 

Junior  first  baseman  Britt  West- 
man  had  the  only  RBI  or  multi-hit 


game  for  the  'Cats  in  blasting  two 
doubles  in  the  loss.  Junior  reliever 
Evan  Ni.kcll  also  pitched  three  no¬ 
hit  innings  to  close  the  game. 

In  game  two,  the  'Cats  got 
some  plate  production  in  the 
middle  innings  from  centerfielder 
Jake  Bradshaw,  who  belted  his  first 
homerun  of  the  season,  and  second 
baseman  Stevie  Bush,  who  singled 
home  two  more  Northwest  runs  as 
the  game  was  close  heading  into 
the  eighth. 

After  failing  to  record  outs  on 
two  Argonaut  bunts,  the  'Cats, 
down  6-3,  walked  Paul  Atoskie  to 
load  the  bases.  First  baseman  Bo 
Williams  made  them  pay  for  that 
strategy  as  he  launched  a  Brett 
Whittle  pitch  over  the  left  field 
fence  for  a  grand  slam,  clinching 
the  win  for  the  14-4  Argonauts. 

Loe  said  the  homerun  could 
have  been  avoided  had  the  team 
learned  from  its  gaffes  from  the 
previous  game. 

"The  frustrating  part  is  when 
you  make  the  same  mistakes  two 
nights  in  a  row,"  he  said.  "People 
not  in  the  right  spots,  pitchers  not 
covering  on  bunts.  We  haven't 
done  anything  terrible,  just  the 
little  things  have  really  hurt  us." 

Northwest  concluded  their 
four-game  set  with  West  Florida 
in  a  Wednesday  doubloheader 
(results  not  available  at  press 
time). 

They  close  out  their  week- 
long  southeastern  road  trip  with  a 
two-game  weekend  series  against 
Motevallo  University  in  Alabama. 
The  first  pitch  is  at  4  p.m.  tomor¬ 
row  at  Montevallo. 


Log  oh  to  find  out  thi  latest 
Bearcat  and  Spoofhound  update*. 
www.Hwmissourinews.eom 


-NW  TRACK 

Track  teams  claim  fourth, 
sixth  at  MIAA  Championship 


By  Jared  Verner 
Missourian  Reporter 

The  Northwest  Missouri  men's 
track  and  field  team  garnered  three 
individual  champions  in  a  fourth- 
place  team  finish  at  the  MIAA  Indoor 
Championships  last  weekend. 

"The  competition  was  great," 
said  men's  head  coach  Richard 
Alsup.  "We  had  some  good  things 
happen.  We  stayed  in  it  for  much  of 
it.  There  were  just  two  or  three  places 
we  could  of,  should  of,  would  of 
where  we  could  have  scored  a  little 
bit  more." 

Senior  Eric  Isley  defended  his 
800-meter  run  title,  winning  the 
event  in  1:57.60  after  qualifying  the 
preliminaries  in  1:55.58.  He  was 
still  three  seconds  from  the  MIAA 
Championship  record  he  set  in  last 
year's  meet. 

Kendall  Wright  won  the  long 
jump  for  the  second  time  in  as  many 
years.  He  won  by  a  quarter-inch  over 
Cameron  Babb  of  Emporia  State  with 
23-2  to  provisionally  qualify  for  the 
NCAA  meet.  Wright  also  placed 
fourth  in  the  60-meter  hurdles  in  his 
first  meet  running  the  event. 

The  Bearcats  claimed  the  MIAA 


triple  jump  title  for  the  third  con¬ 
secutive  season  with  Diezeas  Calbert 
winning  with  47-9  3/4.  Calbert  won 
the  event  in  2005,  facing  serious 
competition  from  the  2006  champion 
and  teammate  Ike  Urum-Eke. 

"I  really  think  Ike  would  have 
beaten  Diezeas  on  two  different 
jumps  if  he  hadn't  had  fouled," 
Alsup  said.  "He  (Ike)  had  some  big 
jumps.  Ike  had  47  or  48-foot  jumps 
that  he  fouled." 

The  men's  team  was  hampered 
with  a  series  of  stress  and  near-stress 
fractures  suffered  leading  up  to  the 
championships. 

"We  had  two  people  who  did 
not  compete  because  of  stress  frac¬ 
tures,''  Alsup  said.  "That  probably 
certainly  was  a  factor  on  our  hard 
surface  rubber. 

He  said  that  the  prevailing  cold 
and  wet  weather  has  prevented  his 
athletes  from  working  outside  on 
the  softer  outdoor  surface  as  much 
as  year's  past.  In  past  seasons,  the 
teams  were  able  to  practice  outside 
in  the  larger  facility  when  weather 
allowed. 

Northwest  women's  track  and 
field  coach  Scott  Lorek  said  he  was 
probably  the  happiest  sixth-place 


coach  there  every  was.  The  women 
finished  with  59  points,  the  most  at 
the  conference  meet  since  2003,  and 
18  points  out  of  second. 

"I'm  really  excited  because  the 
team  saw  their  hard  work  start  to 
pay  off,"  Lorek  said.  "We  needed  to 
get  out  of  the  mud  that  maybe  the 
program  was  stuck  in  for  a  little  bit. 
I  think  we're  out  of  the  mud." 

Northwest  wasn't  able  to  gather 
any  individual  titles,  but  had  1 3  earn 
All-MIAA  status  and  one  provision¬ 
ally  qualify  for  the  NCAA  Champi¬ 
onships.  Athletes  must  finish  in  the 
top  six  of  their  event  for  All-MIAA 
honors. 

Sophomore  Tierney  Eaton  fin¬ 
ished  second  in  the  high  jump  with 
a  career-best  and  NCAA  provisional 
qualifying  mark  with  a  5-6  jump. 

Hannah  Henry  took  a  step  closer 
to  the  60-meter  hurdle  record,  fin¬ 
ishing  second  in  9.09  seconds.  She 
stands  seven-hundredths  of  a  sec¬ 
ond  from  Kadie  Campbell's  2003 
record. 

Freshman  Chelsea  Dightman 
and  sophomore  Johanna  Avilez 
rounded  out  the  All-MIAA  honors 
for  Northwest  in  the  hurdles,  finish¬ 
ing  fifth  and  sixth  respectively. 


"You  want  to  have  balanced 
teams,"  Lorek  said.  "Some  events  are 
going  to  be  stronger  than  others.  It's 
a  tough  hurdle  year  for  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Last  year  Johanna  Avilez.  was 
fourth  with  9.49.  This  year  she  was 
sixth  in  a  9.22  ...  different  events  are 
up  and  down  each  year,  but  ideally 
you  want  all  of  your  events  to  be 
strong.  Right  now  our  hurdlers  are 
doing  well." 

Sophomore  Audrey  Bailey  fin¬ 
ished  fourth  in  the  400-meter  dash 
and  was  a  member  of  the  4x400- 
meter  relay  squad  that  took  third. 
Her  performance  gained  additional 
performance  since  she  was  medically 
redshirted  last  season  to  recover 
from  an  ankle  ligament  injury. 

"She  was  somebody  who  has 
really  worked  exceptionally  hard 
to  get  better  in  all  the  therapy,  in  all 
the  pool  work,  in  all  the  bike  work," 
Lorek  said.  "She  stands  out  as  some¬ 
one  who  has  overcome  a  pretty  big 
obstacle  to  get  to  where  she  is." 

The  MIAA  Championships  rep¬ 
resented  the  last  regular. season  meet 
of  the  indoor  season.  Both  Northwest 
teams  will  open  the  2007  outdoor 
campaign  at  the  Pittsburg  State  Open 
March  15. 


-NW  SOFTBALL 

'Cats  open  season  strong 


By  Scott  Levine 
Asst.,  Sporty, Editor 

It  only  took  two  innings  for 
the  Northwest  softball  team  to  get 
acquainted  with  the  outdoors  during 
the  Evangel  tournament  Feb.  23. 

The  Bearcats  first  action  outside 
this  year  came  against  Concordia 
(Neb.).  Concordia  mounted  a  6-0 
lead  during  the  first  two  innings, 
before  Northwest  rattled  off  10 
unanswered  runs  en  route  to  a  10-6 
victory.  Northwest  followed  up  the 
first  victory  with  a  10-2  decision  over 
Columbia  and  a  2-0  shutout  over 
Rogers  (Okla.)  State. 

Northwest  coach  Ryan  Ander¬ 
son  said  it  was  good  to  see  his  team 
battle  back  after  falling  behind. 

"In  those  first  two  innings,  you 
could  tell  it  was  our  first  time  out," 
Anderson  said.  "We  weren't  touch¬ 
ing  the  ball  offensively.  We  were 
taking  some  decent  cuts,  but  we 
weren't  making  any  plays." 


Clarissa  Eloge  hit  a  grand  slam 
in  the  top  of  the  second  giving  Con¬ 
cordia  a  6-0  advantage.  Eloge  drove 
in  all  six  runs. 

Despite  the  early  deficit.  North¬ 
west  climbed  into  the  lead  after  an 
eight-run  bottom  half  of  the  second. 
Janelle  Krohn  started  the  rally  with 
a  double  as  the  'Cats  notched  four 
consecutive  hits.  Megan  Simpson 
added  three  RBI's. 

"I  thought  we  were  a  little  ner¬ 
vous  getting  back  into  game  situa¬ 
tions,  but  we  settled  down,"  Ander¬ 
son  said. 

Erin  Leslie  drove  in  two  insur¬ 
ance  runs  in  the  fifth  inning  giving 
the  'Cats  10  runs.  Cola  Krueger 
struck  out  10  during  her  first  vic¬ 
tory. 

Against  Columbia,  the  'Cats 
jumped  to  a  2-0  advantage  in  the  first 
inning.  Sarah  Johnson  gave  North¬ 
west  a  3-0  advantage  after  belting  a 
solo  homer. 

Tristin  Brown  said  the  team 


showed  vast  improvement  during 
the  second  game. 

"Everybody  stepped  up,"  Brown 
said.  "Once  wo  started  seeing  the 
ball,  we  started  hitting  it  hard." 

The  'Cats  added  five  runs  during 
the  fourth  inning  as  Lindsay  Ste¬ 
phenson  smacked  a  two-run  home 
run  and  Megan  Simpson  added 
the  third  'Cals  long  ball  later  in  the 
inning. 

Kelly  Morris  garnered  the  win 
after  striking  out  five. 

"Kelly  threw  really  well  and  we 
hit  the  ball  well,"  Anderson  said.  "I 
could  tell  we  were  more  comfort¬ 
able  after  getting  past  that  initial 
game." 

Northwest  finished  the  day  with 
a  2-0  victory  over  Rogers  Slate.  Both 
runs  occurred  in  the  third  inning  as 
Linellis  Santiago-Bernier  knocked  in 
Kayla  Ballard.  Ballard  later  scored 
off  a  Leslie  single. 

Anderson  said  the  team  hit  the 
ball  well,  but  most  were  hit  directly 


at  fielders. 

"We  had  a  couple  baserunning 
mistakes,  but  other  than  that  we 
played  another  solid  game,"  Ander¬ 
son  said. 

Bracket  play  scheduled  for 
Feb.  24  was  canceled  because  of 
weather. 

Northwest  returns  to  action  Sat¬ 
urday  at  the  Missouri  Western  tour¬ 
nament.  Brown  said  it  will  be  nice  to 
play  Nebraska-Omaha  again. 

"We're  excited,"  Brown  said. 
"1  lopefully  the  weather  will  pan  out. 
It  should  be  a  good  game." 

UNO  eliminated  Northwest 
from  regional  competition  last 
season. 

The  'Cats  face  Truman  State  at  1 
p.m.,  Saturday,  followed  by  Augus- 
tana  (S.D.)  at  5  p.m.  Northwest 
returns  to  action  at  9  a  m.,  Sunday, 
against  SW  Minnesota  State,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  1  p.m.  meeting  with  Fort 
Hays  State  and  concluding  with  a  5 
p.m.  showdown  with  No.  11  UNO. 


-NABC/DIV.  It 
COACHES  POLL 


1.  Winona  Stale  •  27-0 

2.  Bentley  27-0 

3.  Findlay  25-1 

4.  Humboldt  State  22-3 

5.  Metropolitan  State  24-3 

6.  Grand  Valley  State  24-3 

7.  Minnesota  State-Mankato  24-3 

8.  West  Liberty  State  24-3 

9.  Southeastern  Oklahoma  State  23-3 

10.  Central  Missouri  24-3 

11.  Virginia  Union  18-4 

12.  Cal  State-San  Bernardino  20-5 

13.  Northwest  22-5 

14.  Southern  Indiana  25-5 

15.  Millersville  22-4 

16.  Montevallo  22-5 

17.  Augusta  State  22-5 

18.  Cal  I’oly-l’omona  19-6 

19.  Benedict  23-3 

20.  Barton  21-5 

21.  Rollins  22-5 

22.  Alderson-Broaddus  22-4 

23.  Nebraska-Kearney  22-5 

24.  Midwestern  State  20-6 

25.  Clayton  State  21-6 


-USA  TODAY/ESPN 
DIV.  II  WOMEN'S  POLL 


1.  Florida  Gulf  Coast  U.  25-0 

2.  Missouri  Western  State  26-1 

3.  Glenville  State  (W.  Va.)  25*2 

4.  North  Dakota  26-3 

5.  Delta  State  (Miss.)  21-3 

6.  Washburn  (Kan.)  22-3 

7.  West  Texas  A&M  23-3 

8.  Southern  Connecticut  State  24-2 

9.  Lewis  (111.)  22-3 

10.  Holy  Family  (Penn.)  23-2 

11.  Emporia  Slate  (Kan.)  19-6 

12.  Grand  Valley  State  (Mich.)  20-5 

13.  Augustana  (S.D.)  24-5 

14.  California  State  18-4 

15.  California,  San  Diego  19-4 

16.  American  International  (Mass.)  21-5 

17.  Florida  Institute  of  Technology  21-4 

18.  Valdosta  Slate  (Ga.)  ’  21-5 

19.  Regis  (Colo.)  21-5 

20.  South  Dakota  19-6 

21 .  Anderson  (S.C^)  20-4 

22.  Clayton  Slate  (Ga.)  20-5 

23.  Metropolitan  State 

College  of  Denver  (Colo.)  19-5 

24.  Northern  Kentucky  19-5 

25.  North  Carolina  Central  20-5 
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Quality  Tools  at  Discount  Prices 

ni#  Stop  in  and  see  us  at 

'*0™*  tQ5  S  Main  St.  •  Maryville,  MO 

•Lisle  •XIV 

•(JVC  •Power  Probe  660-582-8665 

•  Streamlight  •  Knipex 

•  MechanLxwear  •CtianneUock 

•  IngersoURami  •And  Much  More 


I  VISA  (lift  Certificates  Availaltie! 


XXir  Quality  &  Selection  will 
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dosed  Sunday 
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DIPLOM  ATE  AMERICAN  BOARD  OF  OPHTHALMOLOGY 

EYE  EXAM  FOR  GLASSES  &  CONTACTS 
Cataract  and  Implant  Surgery  -  Laser  Surgery 
and  OPTICAL  STORES 

Welcome  All  Eyecare  Plans  •  Accepts  Medicaid  •  Medicare  Participating  Physician 


Mwyvllle  Eye  Clinic 

2024  S.  Main 
Maryville,  Mo 
(660)  562-2566 


BctJuny  Office 

1303  N. 25th 
Bethany,  MO 
(660) 425-2317 


Mi.  Ayt  Office 
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Mt.  Ayr,  I A 
(641)  464-3651 
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582-8889  Open  M-F 1 0-6,  Sat.  1 0-3 


on  the  square  in  Maryville,  202  E.  3rd  St. 


(< 


i 


NW  TENNSS 


Tired  of  eating 
'Cold  Pizza' 


A  s  in  y  m  o  r  n  i  n  g 
begins,  I  cnn't  help  but 
turn  on  my  favorite 
entertainment  medium 
—  the  TV.  Like  many  of 
you,  my  eyes  fixate  on 
one  channel,  ESPN. ' 

But  after  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  past 
day's  sporting  activi¬ 
ties,  my  finger  makes  an 
uncorrectable  mistake. 

My  mindless  thumb  hits 
the  channel-up  button, 
forcing  my  eyes  upon 
'Cold  Pizza.' 

No,  it's  not  the  show 
I  loathe,  but  one  distinct  indi¬ 
vidual. 

Skip  Bay  less. 

That's  right.  The  skinny, 
pointy-nosed,  me-aga ins t- 1 lie- 
world  columnist  featured  on  the 
show's  "1st  and  10"  portion. 

This  man  obviously  has  no 
friends  and  doesn't  seem  to  mind. 
He  consistently  believes  that  ath¬ 
letes  should  have  stipulations  in 
their  contracts  forbidding  them 
to  go  out. 

Just  because  you  don't  have 
any  friends,  doesn't  mean  you 
have  to  ruin  everyone  else's  lives, 
Skip.  Mr.  Me-against-the-world  is 
most  likely  upset  because  he  was 
only  good  enough  to  become  his 
high  school  team's  waterboy. 

Picture  Skip  as  an  impression¬ 
able  teenager  at  his  local  high 
school.  Most  likely  he's  sitting  at 
the  lunch  table  by  himself  plotting 
revenge  against  every  member  of 
the  football  team. 

This  revenge  plot  has  Skip 
convinced  he  knows  what  ath¬ 
letes  are  thinking.  Just  like  when 
he  accused  Troy  Aikman  of  being 
gay.  (This,  like  many  other  Bay¬ 
less  comments,  was  a  baseless 
lie). 

But  Aikman  isn't  Bayless's 
only  target.  Every  day  during 
the  fall,  Bayless  has  a  familiar 
mission. 

Terrell  Owens. 

Granted,  Owens  is  pretty 
much  a  prima  donna,  but  Skip 
only  fuels  the  fire.  He  hates  these 
people  so  much,  that  he  makes 
outrageous  remarks  about  them 
and  pretends  to  know  what  goes 
through  their  minds. 

Then,  during  the  winter,  Bay¬ 
less  loves  to  claim  the  NBA's 
supremacy  over  college  basket¬ 
ball.  This  couldn't  be  farther 
from  the  truth  with  the  NBA's 
low  ratings,  but  he  also  states 
that  only  major  conference  teams 
should  be  allowed  in  a  128-team 
tournament. 

That's  right,  128  teams  from 
the  major  conferences.  I'm  not 
that  good  at  math,  but  1  don't 
believe  the  major  conferences 
could  even  fill  a  tournament  that 
big. 

Bayless,  a  self-proclaimed 
NBA  expert,  thinks  Lebron 


James  is  a  medio¬ 
cre  player.  Yes.  the 
same  Lebron  James 
that  has  reached 
the  All-Star  game 
since  he  was  19 
and  is  only  22. 

James  may  not 
be  the  superstar 
able  to  take  over  a 
game  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  but  he's 
only  a  pup.  But 
Bayless  refuses  to 
acknowledge  this 
fact. 

A n d  what  if 
James  lives  up  to  his  King  James 
persona?  What  will  Skip  say  then? 
He'll  probably  still  cling  to  his 
original  thought. 

Even  if  James  becomes  the 
greatest  thing  since  sliced  bread, 
Bayless  will  probably  point  out 
how  he  has  outstanding  team¬ 
mates.  Even  better,  he'll  prob¬ 
ably  say  the  rest  of  the  league 
conspired  with  David  Stern  in 
allowing  James  to  become  a  star 
to  boost  ratings. 

Now  Skip  isn't  a  cold,  heart¬ 
less  human  being  all  the  time, 
though.  There  are  some  people 
he  actually  likes,  and  he  lets 
everyone  know  about  it,  on  every 
show. 

One  of  those  few  bestowed 
with  Skip's  blessing  is  Denver's 
Jay  Cutler.  Skip,  a  graduate  of 
Vanderbilt,  loves  the  Commo¬ 
dores'  only  true  athlete. 

He  claimed  Cutler  should 
have  been  the  first  draft  pick  for 
the  Houston  Texans  during  last 
year's  NEL  draft.  Bayless  should 
probably  team  with  the  Texans, 
who  picked  Mario  Williams. 
Together  they  could  mess  up  first 
round  draft  choices  for  years  to 
come. 

Bayless  showed  his  true  jour¬ 
nalistic  integrity  by  showing 
no  favoritism  toward  his  alma 
mater's  quarterback.  Of  course, 
he  claimed  Cutler  is  better  than 
Rookie  of  the  Year  Vince  Young, 
and  Heisman  trophy  winners. 
Matt  Leinart  and  Reggie  Bush. 

So  now  because  of  Bayless,  I 
want  to  see  Cutler  join  the  likes  of 
Akili  Smith,  Ryan  Leaf  and  Rick 
Mier.  Cutler  would  be  just  another 
run-of-the-mill  quarterback  who 
I  never  liked  or  disliked,  but 
because  of  Bayless's  persistent 
praise,  I  want  him  to  fail. 

Not  because  1  don't  like  him, 
but  because  I  want  to  see  what 
Bayless  says.  Most  likely  he'll 
pawn  it  off  on  other  people,  but 
seeing  Skip  squirm  would  be 
nice. 

Tor  now.  Skip  will  continue 
to  grace  the  'Cold  Pizza'  studios 
and  make  a  mockery  of  the  show. 
Hopefully  for  me,  however,  is  that 
I  can  train  my  thumb  to  resist  my 
morning  obsession  with  'Cold 
Pizza.' 


Scott  Levine 

Sfy.ats  fditnr 


Tennis  heads  to  Topeka 


By  Ashley  Lovely 
Missourian  Reporter 

After  the  Northwest  men's  and 
women's  tennis  teams  qualified  for 
NCAA  Regionals,  won  regionals 
and  went  to  nationals  last  year,  some 
would  think  that  both  teams  would 
be  content  with  what  they  have 
achieved. 

Not  these  Bearcats. 

"It's  tough  to  improve  on  a  year 
like  last  year,"  head  coach  Mark 
Rosewell  said.  "But  we  have  some 
high  goals  to  fulfill;  we  want  to 
win  conference,  qualify  for  region¬ 
als  and  of  course  make  it  back  to 
nationals." 

Although  the  men's  team  is 
returning  four  of  their  six  starters, 
the  women's  team  cannot  say  the 
same.  After  losing  their  No.l  and 
No.  2  seeds,  the  women  are  learn¬ 
ing  to  play  with  a  young  and  inex¬ 
perienced  team,  sophomore  Emily 
Lindsay  said. 

"Wo  have  four  girls  returning 


from  last  year's  seven  who  have  had 
a  lot  of  success,"  Lindsay  said.  "The 
younger  girls  arc  good  players,  they 
just  lack  experience.  If  we  can  show 
confidence  and  stay  close  knit,  we 
will  have  success." 

Rosewell  said  that  although  his 
women  seem  to  have  confidence  in 
their  lack  of  playing  time  and  age, 
there  is  no  substitute  for  experience. 

"The  goals  we  have  set  for  our 
girls  are  so  high,  and  with  such  a 
young  team,  it  will  be  an  interesting 
season.  We  will  just  have  to  go  from 
here  and  do  our  best,"  Rosewell 
said. 

To  reach  the  goals  that  both  the 
men  and  women  have  set,  senior 
men's  player  Pablo  Acebedo  said 
throughout  the  majority  of  the  off¬ 
season  the  'Cats  worked  on  their 
doubles  game. 

"We  lost  to  Washburn  last  year  in 
the  conference  game  because  of  our 
double's  matches,"  Accbedo  said. 
"Luckily,  we  were  able  to  leave  that 
loss  behind  and  make  it  on  to  nation¬ 


als.  This  year  we  just  don't  want  that 
to  happen  again." 

Another  thing  both  teams  worked 
on  was  their  mental  stability  and 
toughness.  Just  like  any  other  sport, 
mental  toughness  is  important,  but 
sophomore  Lina  Gomez  said  tennis 
is  a  little  different. 

"Tennis  is  a  game  that  leaves 
everything  to  the  individual,"  Gomez 
said.  "You  can  make  things  pretty 
hard  on  yourself." 

Gomez,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Spain  last  year,  explained 
that  being  away  from  home  and  fam¬ 
ily  during  tennis  season  can  make  it 
even  harder  to  keep  a  level  head. 

"Luckily,  we  have  been  working 
on  our  mental  game,  and  it's  really 
helped  us.  The  girls  have  become 
really  close  and  we  all  get  along, 
there  is  no  bickering  or  meaningless 
fights,"  Gomez  said. 

Like  Gomez,  Accbedo  came  to 
the  United  Stales  from  Spain  four 
years  ago  to  play  tennis.  Because  the 
'Cats  are  such  a  diverse  team,  and 


the  majority  of  the  players  arc  from 
different  countries,  they  have  a  bond 
unlike  any  other  teams,  Acebcdo 
said. 

"People  would  think  that  the  fact 
that  we're  all  from  different  countries 
would  separate  us,  but  it  gives  us  a 
tie  that  brings  us  together,"  Acebedo 
said.  "I  think  we're  the  only  team  in 
the  conference  that  can  say  that." 

As  the  'Cats  head  into  a  new 
season,  with  success  behind  their 
racquets  and  a  new  and  improved 
attitude  in  front  of  them,  both  teams 
are  ready  to  see  what  the  future  has 
in  store. 

Northwest  heads  to  Topeka, 
Kan.,  this  weekend  to  play  in  the 
RMAC/MIAA  Invitational  tourna¬ 
ment  against  Metropolitan  State, 
Colorado  State-Pueblo,  Mesa  Slate 
and  Winona  State. 

"This  tournament  should  not  be 
a  big  deal  because  we  are  playing 
against  weak  teams  just  to  get  us  back 
in  shape,"  Acebedo  said.  "It's  kind  of 
like  a  real  practice  game." 


MEN'S:  Northwest  marches 
toward  tourney  championship 


continued  from  B1 

Southern  defeated  Northwest, 
59-57,  Jan.  10.  The  'Cats  later 
rebounded  from  that  25-turnovcr 
night  to  hand  the  Lions  a  75-60 
loss  at  Bearcat  Arena,  Feb.  17. 

Northwest  coach  Steve  Tapp- 
meyer  said  the  convincing  win 
over  Southern  does  not  make  the 
first  round  an  easy  one. 

"Southern  is  going  to  be  com¬ 
ing  in  an  extremely  hungry  team. 
They  have  proven  they  can  beat 
us,"  Tappmeyer  said. 

Should  Northwest  advance, 
they  play  the  winner  of  the  South¬ 
west  Baplist-Pitlsburg  State  game, 
which  will  be  played  immediately 
following  Northwest  and  South¬ 
ern.  The  second  round  could 
potentially  be  a  trap  game  for  the 
'Cats.  Against  Baptist,  Northwest 
overcame  a  16-point  deficit  to  take 
the  conference  opener,  81-80,  and 


edged  the  purple  Bearcats  by  five 
at  Bearcat  Arena. 

Pittsburg  State  was  a  differ¬ 
ent  story.  Northwest  beat  Pitt 
State  by  five  at  home,  but  then 
were  pounded  on  the  road,  74-56. 
Northwest  must  take  care  of  the 
ba|l  and  rebound.  In  Northwest's 
five  losses  this  season,  they  aver¬ 
aged  15  turnovers  and  were  out- 
rebounded,  201-164,  with  Central 
and  Pitt  State  doing  much  of  the 
damage. 

Now  that  Northwest  has 
shared  a  conference  championship 
and  took  three  out  the  MIAA's 
four  end  of  season  awards,' Victor 
James  said  it  adds  a  little  more 
pressure  to  the  team. 

"The  fact  we  got  a  conference 
championship  puts  a  bulls  eye 
on  our  back  for  everybody.  No. 

1  seed  presents  a  big  bulls  eye 
but  I  think  we  can  respond  to  it," 
James  said. 


PAINFUL  MEMORY 
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NORTHWEST  PLAYERS  Lauren  Williams,  Meghan  Bruo,  and  Jessica  Burton 
(left  to  right)  watch  the  clock  as  the  final  minutes  tick  away  In  the  gamo  against 
Missouri  Western  held  at  the  Missouri  Western  Field  House.  Tho  Bearcats  lost 
to  tho  Griffins  77-58. 


WOMEN'S:  Hoping  for  tournament  wins  for  regional  bid 


continued  from  B1 

Northwest  won  both  battles 
against  Missouri  Southern  in  the 
regular  season,  with  a  66-61  victory 
in  Joplin  on  Jan.  10,  and  a  62-51  defeat 
in  Bearcat  Arena  Feb.  17.  Southern  is 
coming  off  a  75-69  upset  over  Missouri 
Western  Saturday,  while  the  'CaLs  are 
trying  to  continue  their  hot  shooting 
after  a  94-77  victory  over  Fort  Hays 
State.  The  14  three-pointers  made  set 
a  school  record  for  Northwest,  with 
six  coming  from  senior  Katie  O'Grady, 
who  had  a  career  and  game-high  24 
points. 

Steinmeyer  said  the  last  game  for 


both  teams  will  make  no  difference  in 
the  game  about  to  be  played. 

"There's  not  going  to  be  a  single 
thing  that  happened  a  week  ago  that's 
relevant  here,"  Steinmeyer  said. 

Junior  forward  Lauren  Williams, 
a  member  of  the  MI  AA  All-Defensive 
team  announced  Tuesday,  said  her 
team  realizes  they  are  again  facing  a 
must-win  situation  against  Southern. 

"Every  time  we  play  we  just  abso¬ 
lutely  have  to  win,"  Williams  said. 
"We  have  to  win  this  one. .  .1  feel  really 
confident  going  into  it." 

She  agreed  with  Stienmeyer,  say¬ 
ing  Southern's  win  against  Western 
was  impressive,  but  believes  the  'Cats 


match  up  well  against  the  Lions. 

Junior  guard  Kelli  Nelson  knows 
the  game  against  Southern  will  be 
hard,  but  is  also  looking  forward  to  the 
chance  to  play  in  the  tournament. 

"We're  just  going  to  take  one  game 
at  a  time,"  Nelson  said.  "We  beat 
them  (Southern)  twice  but  the  third 
time's  always  the  hardest,  but  we're 
definitely  capable  but  we  really  really 
want  ita  and  we  need  it." 

Williams  said  rebounding  and 
good  defense  were  the  keys  to  both 
victories  against  Southern  earlier  this 
season,  but  hopes  the  offense  from 
Saturday's  game  will  carry  over  into 
this  weekend. 


The  winner  of  the  Friday's  game 
will  advance  to  play  either  No.  I  Mis¬ 
souri  Western  or  No.  8  Pittsburg  State 
Saturday.  Steinmeyer  is  confident 
Western  will  prevail,  and  said  another 
rematch  against  the  Griffons  would 
provide  a  great  atmosphere.  He  also 
said  if  the  Northwest  men  advance 
into  the  tournament,  it  would  help 
attract  more  Bearcat  fans  to  Kansas 
City  for  support  of  both  the  men  and 
the  women. 

Should  Northwest  defeat  South¬ 
ern  on  Friday,  they  will  advance  to 
play  at  6  p.m.,  Saturday.  The  cham¬ 
pionship  game  will  be  at  3:15  p.m., 
Sunday. 
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BOYS': Comeback  stalled  in  second  half 


continued  from  B1 

The  'Hounds  were  able  to  capital¬ 
ize  after  scoring  six  first  quarter 
points. 

Plattsburg  head  coach  Dave 
Kopp  said  losing  those  two  seniors 
hurt  his  team. 

"It  really  slows  us  down  in 
transition,"  Kopp  said  about  having 
Green  and  Atkinson  in  foul  trouble. 
"Atkinson  can  score  inside  and  out¬ 
side,  and  Green  gets  our  team  under 
control.  We  missed  them  both." 


Walter  kept  Maryville  within 
striking  distance  after  draining  a  trey 
with  7:06  remaining.  Walter  tallied 
the  'Hounds  first  10  points. 

After  the  3-pointer,  Walter  drew 
a  charge  on  the  defensive  end,  giving 
way  for  a  furious  Maryville  rally. 

The  'Hounds  registered  17  of 
the  game's  next  21  poipts  over  a 
seven  minute  span.  Aaron  Dueker's 
second  3-pointer  of  the  quarter  gave 
Maryville  a  27-24  halftime  lead. 

Dueker  recorded  four  3-point- 
ers,  while  Walter  finished  with  20 


points. 

"We  got  aggressive  in  the  second 
quarter,"  Kuwtizky  said.  "Wo  ran 
our  offense  and  we  calmed  down." 

Maryville  built  a  31-26  third 
quarter  lead,  but  it  evaporated  as  the 
Tigers  tallied  an  8-0  run.  Plattsburg 
held  the  'Hounds  scoreless  for  over 
three  minutes,  before  Ryan  Sudhoff 
nailed  a  basket  cutting  the  deficit  to 
one  point  with  1:17  left. 

However,  Plattsburg  produced 
another  run  to  start  the  fourth  quar¬ 
ter.  The  Tigers  fast  break  offense 
manufactured  a  10-0  run  over  the 
quarter's  first  three  minutes. 

"I  don't  think  we  were  tired," 
Kuwitzky  said.  "We  were  in  shape, 
but  we  started  to  turn  the  hall  over 
again.  We  had  good  shots,  but  we 
started  missing  them." 

Maryville  senior  John  Hart 
scored  eight  points,  while  Atkinson 
recorded  a  game-high  22  points. 
Hart,  along  witlr  Blake  Jensen  and 
Joel  Driskell,  are  the  lone  seniors  on 
Maryville's  rosier. 

"It  is  time  for  our  team  to  regroup 
and  we'll  evaluate  each  individual 
player  for  next  year,"  Kuwitzky 
said.  "We'll  start  looking  ahead  right 
away." 

The  'Hounds  finished  the  season 
8-16,  while  Plattsburg  improved  to 
17-9. 
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—  HOROSCOPES 

Today's  Birthday  (03-01-07) 

One  good  idea  lends  to  another 
this  year,  you  can  rely  on  that. 
You'll  soon  be  building  and  devel¬ 
oping  moneymaking  concepts.  Set 
up  a  framework  for  yourself  that 
guarantees  a  nice  profit. 

To  get  the  advantage,  check  the 
day's  rating:  10  is  the  easiest  day, 
0  the  most  challenging. 

Aries  (March  21 -April  19) 

Today  is  a  6  —  You're  getting 
luckier.  Don't  let  this  news  inter¬ 
fere  with  your  critical  thinking. 
Winning  isn't  the  only  thing,  How 
you  play  the  game  matters,  too. 

Taurus  (April  20-May  20) 

Today  is  a  7  —  You  have  a 
talent  for  building  monuments. 
Construct  a  legacy  your  family  can 
rely  upon  for  generations. 

Gemini  (May  21 -June  21) 

Today  is  a  7  —  You're  looking 
good,  but  don't  relax.  There'll  be 
another  tough  question.  No  flirt¬ 
ing,  drinking  or  wild  giggling  fits 
until  after  the  gig  is  over. 

Cancer  (June  22-July  22) 

Today  is  an  8  —  You  have  the 
natural  ability  to  do  very  well  in 
business.  This  serves  you  in  what¬ 
ever  you  do.  You  can  manage  both 
time  and  money. 

Leo  (July  23-Aug.  22) 

Today  is  a  6  —  A  difficult  task 
is  nearing  completion,  and  that's 
a  wonderful  thing.  Don't  let  this 
event  go  by  unnoticed.  Plan  a  cel¬ 
ebration  for  tomorrow. 

Virgo  (Aug.  23-5ept.  22) 

Today  is  a  5  —  Not  only  do 
you  have  to  get  the  job  done  yes¬ 
terday,  but  the  requirements  keep 
changing,  too.  Luckily,  you  do 
well  under  pressure.  Keep  telling 
yourself  that. 

Libra  (Sept.  23-Oct.  22) 

Today  is  a  7  —  Your  friends 
provide  lots  more  than  a  few 
good  jokes.  They  strengthen  your 
resolve,  improve  your  confidence 
and  tease  you  into  action.  You've 
got  to  love  them  for  it.  ’ 

Scorpio  (Oct.  23-Nov.  21) 

Today  is  an  8  —  You're  very 
good  at  keeping  secrets,  so  do  that 
again.  Don't  let  anybody  know 
who's  really  in  charge.  Put  up  a 
figurehead. 

Sagittarius  (Nov.  22-Dec.  21) 

Today  is  a  7  —  More  research 
is  required.  Hit  the  books  or  the 
Internet.  Several  new  questions 
have  popped  up,  and  you  can  find 
the  answers. 

Capricorn  (Dec.  22-Jan.  19) 

Today  is  a  7  —  Better  figure 
out  what  you've  made,  and  what 
you've  spent  recently.  This  is  one 
of  those  jobs  that  you're  better  off 
doing  yourself. 

Aquarius  (Jan.  20-Feb.  18) 

Today  is  a  7  —  Others  seek 
your  advice,  and  well  they  should, 
since  you're  so  smart.  Listen  to 
their  ideas,  too,  and  you'll  prove 
it  conclusively. 

Pisces  (Feb.  19-March  20) 

Today  is  a  7  —  It's  perfectly 
natural  to  go  over  your  decision  in 
your  mind.  Don't  worry,  you  can 
make  adaptations  as  you  go  along, 
if  you  like. 


STROLLER 


Your  Man  snubs  pre-Oscars 


Even  though  Your  Man  is  called 
The  Stroller  (and  rightly  so),  there  is 
one  place  I  have  never  strolled,  and 
probably  will  never  stroll,  even  if  given 
the  opportunity:  the  red  carpet  at  the 
Academy  Awards. 

Don't  gel  me  wrong;  I'd  love  to  ^ 

be  one  of  those  reporters  or  photon-  - 

raphers  doing  their  tiling  5  feet  away 
from  Hollywood's  "finest."  But  there's 
something  about  the  quality  of  journalism  (or  rather,  the 
lack  thereof)  during  the  red  carpet  show  that  makes  me 
downright  nauseous. 

Perhaps  you've  heard  the  expression,  "It  ain't  easy 
bein'  cheesy."  Well,  for  these  "journalists,"  that  host 
the  arrival. shows,  cheesy  practically  comes  as  second 
nature. 

They  started  off  every  single  interview  by  saying  how 
"stunning"  and  "fabulous"  their  interviewee  looked.  Give 
me  a  break.  We're  not  blind,  we  can  decide  for  ourselves 
how  classy  or  trashy  their  tuxedos,  suits  and  dresses  are. 

And  on  top  of  that,  the  actual  questions  the  hosts 
asked  were  simply  ridiculous.  You  didn't  have  to  frequent 
Wells  Hall  to  understand  these  broadcasters  were  doing 
it  all  wrong. 

For  example,  one  of  the  hosts  pulled  aside  Nicole 
Kidman  and  Naomi  Watts.  Tire  two  are  good  friends, 
apparently,  and  this  woman  literally  asks  them,  "Which 
one  of  you  takes  the  longest  to  get  ready?" 

You  should've  seen  the  look  on  Naomi’s  face  as 
she  quickly  answered  back,  "We've  never  gotten  ready 
together." 

Awkward! 

Then  there  were  the  "how  do  you  feel"  questions. 
These  just  about  sent  me  through  the  roof.  You  work  hard 
your  whole  career  to  get  to  cover  the  red  carpet  arrivals 
live,  just  happen  to  catch  a  big  star  like  Will  Smith  for 
some  quick  questions  and  then,  at  your  big  moment, 
drop  this  bomb. 


DVD  REVIEW 


"How  did  you  feel  when  you  heard 
Afe*  you  were  nominated  for  an  award 

F  tonight?" 

A  What  are  you  expecting  these  stars 

to  say?  Like  crap?  Furious?  Perplexed? 
No!  Of  course  they're  going  to  give  a 
positive  response.  Come  on  now!  Get 

-  them  to  tell  us  something  we  don't 

know. 

I  changed  channels.  I  just  couldn't 
take  it  the  sugarcoating  and  stupidity  any  longer. 

Once  the  awards  finally  began,  I  thought  all  was  over. 
Wrong!  Turns  out  they  kept  one  of  the  red  carpet  guys 
around  to  give  reports  from  backstage  right  before  every 
single  commercial  break. 

It  was  a  total  idiotic  waste  of  airtime.  I  mean,  Ellen 
DeGencres  (who  was,  I  thought,  hilarious)  could've  done 
10  more  jokes  in  the  time  it  took  this  guy  to  make  these 
absolutely  retarded,  inaccurate  predictioas  about  who  was 
going  to  win  some  of  the  big  awards.  Then,  in  true  checsi- 
ness,  he  had  to  add  in  little  cliche  sign  offs,  like  "The  stars 
arc  ready,  the  presenters  arc  ready  and  even  the  golden 
Oscars  arc  ready!" 

What  is  this,  the  Academy  Awards  or  the  Westminster 
Kennel  Club  Dog  Show? 

Honestly,  why  do  they  need  this  extra,  pre-show 
stuff?  Why  is  it  so  important  that  we  interview  celebrities 
walking  50  feet  from  their  stretch  SUVs  to  the  door,  when 
we  already  know  what  they're  going  to  say?  And  there 
arc  enough  shots  of  these  people  during  the  ceremony; 
there's  really  no  urgent  need  to  see  what  they're  going  to 
be  wearing  the  entire  night. 

ABC,  El,  the  TV  Guide  Channel,  Animal  Planet  and  all 
the  other  channels  that  overdose  on  pre-Oscars  coverage 
every  year  need  to  back  it  down  a  few  notches.  For  a  show 
that  only  lasts  a  few  hours,  we  do  not  need  a  few  montJis' 
worth  of  specials  and  speculation. 

Simply  put,  Your  Man  recommends  cut  die  fluff;  let's 
get  to  the  good  stuff. 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1  Comic  Imogene 
5  Flows  out 
9  Employment 

14  Install,  as 
software 

15  Order  to  a  broker 

16  Moro  kind 

17  Surroundod  by 

18  Guilty  or  not 
guilty 

19  Evil  characters 

20  Bingo 

22  Division  word 

24  Brooding  placo 

25  Gave  oil  bright 
light 

26  Channel 
swimmer 
Gertrude 

28  Was  tho 
designated  one 
30  Element  53 
34  Hosiery  hue 
37  Individual 

39  Actor  Beatty 

40  Flicker  ol  light 
42  Freed  ot 

obstructions 

44  Firearm 

45  Guaranloe 

47  Extremely 

48  TranquPize 
50  American  ot 

Japanese 
descent 
52  Rivulet 
54  Billiards  stroke 
58  Depend 

61  Lose  traction 

62  Editor’s  marks 

63  Of  age 

65  Mine  entrance 

67  Pupil  setting 

68  Hoppen  once 
more 

69  Billfold  fillers 

70  Eyeball 
impolitely 

7 1  Other  side 

72  Advantage 

73  New  Jersey 
NBA  team 

DOWN 

1  Set  of  sludents 

2  Spirited  vigor 

3  Capital  on  the 
Nile 
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4  Addition  to  a 
contract 

5  6th  sense 

6  Those  with  taith 

7  Kitchen  device 

8  Roofing  material 

9  One  in  Toledo 

10  Inked 

1 1  Farmland  parcel 

12  Turns  right 

13  Before,  before 
21  Pamphlet 

ending? 

23  Baltimore’s 
birds 

27  Solitary 
29  Jacks  or  better 

31  Memo  heading 

32  _ -do-well 

33  Countercurrent 

34  Ova 

35  Mystery  board- 
game 

36  Peel 

38  Cutting  corners 
41  Catcher's  need 
43  Pilot's  field 
46  Solo 
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49  Safe  haven 
51  Mummy's  three 
53  Uplift 

55  Suit  labric 

56  Long-legged 
wading  bird 

57  Sibilant  letters 


58  Hard  to  come  by 

59  First  garden 
CO  Clare  Booth  ot 

Henry 

64  Endeavor 
66  Either  part  of  a 
fly? 
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'Half  Nelson7  is  all  good 


By  James  Evans 
Missourian  reporter 

Half  of  the  films  nominated  for  Oscars  don’t 
seem  to  make  it  into  American  theaters  these 
days.  What  does  that  say  about  the  mainstream 
movie  industry? 

Despite  being  almost  completely  unsepn, 
“Half  Nelson”  gained  nominations  from  almost 
every  film  awards  association  in  America  this 
year.  It  deserved  the  attention. 

The  film  stars  Ryan  Gosling  (“The  Note¬ 
book”)  as  a  troubled  teacher  of  eighth  grade  stu¬ 
dents  at  an  inner  city  school.  It  has  been  Gosling’s 
performance  that  has  received  the  most  praise, 
including  an  Oscar  nomination  for  best  actor. 

He  plays  Daniel  Dunne,  a  20-somcthing, 
white,  history  teacher  in  a  school  attended  pre¬ 
dominantly  by  black  students.  Highly  idealistic, 
lie  spends  much  of  his  class  periods  teaching  his¬ 
tory  in  a  preaching,  stream-of-thought  method. 

The  character  badly  wants  his  students  to 
care.  He  pushes  them  to  belter  themselves  and 
not  fall  victim  to  their  impoverished  and  forgot¬ 
ten  environment. 

There’s  just  one  problem.  Dunne  doesn’t  care 
much  himself.  Despite  his  lecturing,  he’s  in  a  bit  of 
a  rut  himself.  He  smokes  crack  and  snorts  cocaine 
on  a  regular  basis. 

Convinced  that  his  drug  use  just  to  gets  him 
by,  Dunne  doesn’t  see  himself  as  dependent. 
However,  that  theory  comes  crashing  down.  One 
evening,  after  coaching  a  middle  school  basketball 
game,  he  is  discovered  smoking  crack  in  the  girls’ 
bathroom  by  a  student. 

The  student,  Dre,  is  played  by  Sharceka  Epps 
(15  years  old  during  the  movie’s  filming).  Epps, 
like  Gosling,  received  rave  reviews  and  award 
nominations  for  her  portrayal  of  a  tough  and 
brutally  honest  tomboy  who  knows  plenty  about 
how  drugs  can  affect  lives. 

The  teacher  and  the  student  begin  to  form  a 
very  close  bond  that  could  be  beneficial  for  both 


if  they  were  willing  to  learn.  Dunne’s  protective 
nature  over  Dre  is  hypocritical,  however,  in  light 
of  his  own  dangerous  lifestyle, 

The  film  follows  a  formula  that  many  inde¬ 
pendent  movies  subscribe  too:  take  a  simple  story 
with  minimal  plot  and  fill  it  with  flawed  and 
complex  characters. 

Performances  by  Gosling  and  Epps  stand 
out,  just  as  advertised.  Epps  plays  her  part. very 
low-key  and  is  believable  as  someone  forced  to 
grow  up  too  quickly.  However,  there  arc  subtle 
signs  left  to  remind  us  that  her  character  is  still 
young  and  immature. 

With  this  role,  Gosling  scents  to  have  estab¬ 
lished  his  place  in  Hollywood.  “The  Notebook" 
definitely  served  as  his  breakthrough  role.  But 
this  part  has  gained  him  respect  and  credibility 
as  an  actor. 

He  possesses  the  ability  to  transition  from 
silently  depressed  to  emotionally  explosive  in 
a  split  second.  Furthermore,  Gosling  remains 
charismatic  no  matter  what  his  character  does. 
It’s  hard  not  to  watch  him,  similar  to  a  young 
Scan  Penn. 

The  story  and  the  pacing  of  this  movie  may 
not  keep  you  riveted  at  every  turn,  but  both  are 
adequate.  However,  if  you  arc  a  fan  of  thoughtful 
and  emotional  performances  this  film  is  definitely 
worth  renting.  You’ll  witness  the  emergence  of 
two  young  actors  that  are  likely  destined  for 
bigger  things. 

James  gives 
"Half  Nelson" 
three  out  of  five  popcorns. 
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“Hey,  Lisa!”  I  had  myself  surgically  transformed 
into  your  favorite  thing!  Now  will  you  talk  to  me?” 


Winter/Spring  Positions 
Available:  Earn  up  to  $150  per 
day.  Experience  not  required. 
Undercover  shoppers  needed 
to  judge  retail  and  dining 
establishments.  Call  1-800-722- 
4791. 

FOR  RENT:  Large  four 
bedroom  house,  $800.  Large  one 
bedroom  apartment,  $275.  Studio 
apartment,  $175.  No  pets.  Call 
582-3641. 


One  and  two  bedroom 
apartments  available  May  1  at 
Rosewood  and  Wabash,  close  to 
campus.  Call  660-541-4749. 

Make  up  to  $75  dollars  each 
taking  online  surveys,  www. 
CashToSpend.com 

Exercise  w  fiBsa  . 
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"they'ie  .in  appetizer.  They'ie  a  meal.  Iliev'ie  Mexi  Knits* 
You'll  love  this  savory  hlend  ot  seasoned  f>cef,  I  leans  and 
cheese  lolled  inside  crispy  tortillas  and  served  svllti  a  zesty 
nacho  cheese  dip.  t  or  a  delicious  crunch  with  a  tlavortul  kick, 
try  some  Mexi  Kolls*  today. 
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Popular  diets  can  wreak  havoc  on  your  health;  health  officials 
say  diet,  exercise  better  choice  for  long-term  weight  loss  success 

cess  in  watching  their  portions,  and  regularly  exercising. 

Last  April,  Maryville  resident  Janara  Sims  began  monitoring 
her  portions  and  working  out.  To  date  she  has  lost  43  pounds, 

11  percent  of  body  mass  and  22  inches. 

A  while  ago  she  tried  Weight  Watchers  in  Chillicothc,  Mo., 
but  instead  decided  to  watch  what  she  eats  and  portion  sizes. 

"We  all  get  caught  up  in  dieting  and  if  you  don't  change 
your  life,  you're  going  to  go  right  back  to  doing  what  you've 
always  done,"  Sims  said. 

Her  goal  is  to  lose  50  pounds,  but  she  still  has  some  inches 
to  lose  and  toning  to  do,  Sims  said. 

Sims  also  works  out  two  times  a  day,  four  times  a  week. 
She  had  a  personal  trainer  for  the  first  few  months. 

"They  tell  you  working  out  will  give  you  more  energy,  and 
at  first  you're  like  'yeah  right,'  but  the  longer  you  do  it,  you  feel 
like  you're  doing  more,"  Sims  said. 

Before  she  began  her  cholesterol  was  250,  and  it  is  now  at 
196,  and  her  blood  pressure  has  also  dropped. 

"I  turned  30,  and  1  figured  1  was  too  young  to  be  that 
unhealthy,  and  I  want  to  be  around  for  my  two  children," 
Sims  said. 

Sims  is  the  leader  in  points  in  the  Sound  Hound  Program,  a 
Maryville  School  District-wide  wellness  program.  Participants 
receive  points  for  exercising,  wearing  a  seat  belt,  eating  healthy, 
drinking  six  to  eight  glasses  of  water  a  day  and  getting  a  yearly 
dentist  check  up  and  a  regular  blood  pressure  check.  The  pro¬ 
gram  started  Feb.  19  and  goes  through  April  12. 

Many  people  have  been  inspired  by  her  healthier  approach 
to  weight  loss,  Sims  said. 

"People  say  I've  motivated  them  to  exercise  and  eat  better, 
and  that  keeps  me  motivated,"  Sims  said. 


By  Lindsay  Jacobs,  Tara  Adkins 
Asst.  Features  Editor,  Features  Editor 

Mer  attempts  at  weight  loss  began  a  couple  years 

She  has  tried  three  times,  but  all  three  times  it 
next  time  she  tries  she  vqws  to  make  it  work. 
Senior  Jessica  Hartley  has  lost  as  much  as  30  pounds  on 
the  Atkins  Diet,  but  blames  her  lack  of  will  power  and  of  food 
choices  for  not  following  through. 

Many  fad  diets  have  been  under  the  spotlight  for  the  past 
few  years,  but  almost  all  come  with  a  catch  and  prove  ineffec¬ 
tive  for  long-term  weight  loss.  According  to  Familydoctor.org, 
a  fad  diet  is  a  diet  that  promises  quick  results,  but  they  don't 
offer  success  and  they  aren't  healthy  to  follow. 

Jenell  Ciak,  assistant  professor  in  the  family  consumer  sci¬ 
ence  department,  recommends  people  change  their  lifestyle 
instead  of  trying  fad  diets  because  when  a  fad  diet  fails  a  person 
goes  back  to  their  old  routine  and  gains  the  weight  back. 

The  Atkins  Diet,  one  of  the  most  well-known  fad  diet,  is 
based  on  four  phases  and  it  eliminates  carbohydrates  and 
increases  protein  intake,  according  to  Atkins.com. 

Atkins  made  her  body  change  during  the  first  few  weeks, 
Hartley  said. 

"It's  kind  of  liKe  a  diet  boot  camp,  you  are  on  a  very  strict, 
really  low  carb  thing  (diet)  for  two  weeks,  and  it  completely 
changes  your  body  around,"  she  said. 

.  When  she  gets  off  the  diet,  and  starts  consuming  carbs  again, 
she  described  feeling  like  "crap." 

Besides  the  physical  discomfort,  she  described  the  emo¬ 
tional  discomfort  involved  in  leaving  the  diet  as  upsetting  and 
regretful. 

"I  feel  like  I  failed,  like  1  don't  have  any  will  power,"  Hartley 
said.  "I  think  it  leads  to  a  moment  of  depression." 

There  are  several  dangers  to  fad  diets,  but  there  are  recom¬ 
mendations  on  how  to  safely  take  the  weight  off. 


One  of  the  dangers  of  fad  dieting  is  "cycling  through" 
diets,  being  on  and  off  diets,  according  to  Myfooddiary.com, 
an  online  weight  loss  resource.  Not  staying  on  diets  causes 
low  self-esteem,  a  negative  body  image,  frustration,  cravings, 
binges,  weight  gain  and  a  decreased  metabolism,  according  to 
the  Web  site. 

The  site  recommends  "slow  and  steady"  is  the  best  way  to 
lose  weight  by  making  changes  to  your  lifestyle. 

Hartley  decided  to  try  Atkins  after  she  watched  a  friend 
who  was  on  it  lose  weight.  It  would  be  easier  for  her  to  follow 
since  there  is  no  calorie  or  point  counting. 

Mypyramid.gov  is  a  site  that  allows  people  to  put  their 
information  in  so  they  can  construct  a  persona!  Food  Pyramid. 
It  shows  a  person  a  food  plan  to  follow,  if  the  plan  is  followed 
there  will  be  weight  loss.  It  also  tracks  physical  activity  and 
food  intake  and  offers  an  assessment. 

On  average  it  is  recommended  people  consume  2,000 
calories,  but  Ciak  said  people  should  consider  the  rate  of  the 
metabolism  and  their  size.  She  people  should  consume  roughly 
10  times  their  body  weight. 

Hartley  wouldn't  recommend  someone  only  wanting  to 
lose  a  few  pounds  to  get  on  the  Atkins  diet,  and  she  docs  not 
plan  to  make  Atkins  part  of  her  lifestyle. 

Instead,  after  reaching  a  certain  weight  she  plans  to  switch 
to  the  South  Beach  Diet  or  a  similar  diet.  The  South  Beach  Diet 
is  similar  to  Atkins,  but  instead  of  eliminating  carbs  completely, 
the  dieter  learns  how  to  incorporate  good  carbs  and  fats  in  their 
diet,  according  to  Southbeach.com. 

However,  Hartley  plans  to  give  Atkins  one  last  shot. 

Diet  pills  are  another  quick  fix  weight  loss  solution.  If  taken 
they  can  cause  restlessness,  hypertension,  insomnia,  an  irregular 
heartbeat  and  anxiety,  according  to  Myfooddiary.com. 

Although  the  FDA  isn't  obligated  to  approve  diet  pills,  it  is 
up  to  the  manufacturer  to  make  sure  they  are  safe,  according 
to  FDA.gov 

Instead  of  trying  a  so  -called  fad  diet  some  people  find  sue- 


